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Be the Story Sunday School Curriculum – Year C

Spring 2021
January
3- Luke 2:41-52

10- Luke 3:1-22
17-Luke 4:14-30
24-Luke 5:1-11
31- Luke 6:1-6

February:
7-Luke 7:1-17
14-Luke 9:28-45
21-Luke 10:25-42
28- Luke 13:1-9, 31-35
March:
7-Luke 15:1-32
14-Luke 16:19-31
21-Luke 18:31-19:10
28-Luke 19:29-44
April:
4-Luke 24:1-12
11- Luke 24:13-35
18- Acts 6:1-7:2s, 44-60
25- Acts 8:26-39
May:
2-Acts 15:1-18
9-Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21
16- Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29
23- Acts 2:1-4; Galatians 4:1-7 (5:16-26)
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Introduction to this Curriculum
Welcome! Whether you are a Sunday school teacher or parent teaching your child at home,
thank you for taking an active role in teaching the Christian faith to our young people.
This curriculum is a bit different from others. First, the focus is on letting the kids slowly become
a part of the story through imagination and curiosity. Because we want kids to engage on a
deeper level, we try to stay away from telling the child what the story “means”. While activities
will support a version of interpretation, there are a myriad of meanings to every story in the
Bible. That is why we “wonder” together and invite the kids to decide what the story means for
them on that particular day. This may take time to develop!
In fact, you may yourself have a bit of Bible baggage. You might have been taught there is only
one way to see the Bible and any other way is wrong or dangerous. It might feel liberating or
scary for you to let the story run loose! I invite you into that discomfort. I also created notes just
for you to give you a bit of guidance, but they (again) are not the only word on the story!
Second, the practices surrounding the story, such as Centering Breath, the Timeline, and
Wondering, may feel tedious, but they are deeply important. We aren’t just teaching children
head knowledge about the Bible, we are inviting them into a living faith and spirituality. We are
only now re-discovering practices of deep breathing and meditation to calm and center
ourselves in the presence of God. As one teacher says, they “breathe in God” together.
So, kids might giggle during Centering Breath. They might not have good answers to questions.
But keep going and model Biblical and theological (ideas about God) imagination, and the kids
will surprise you.
Finally, having a physical Timeline posted allows children to see that these stories are presented
with a logical order. There are family histories and lineages we can trace, it isn’t just random
people encountering God at random times. Many classes put up a parchment paper on the wall
and tape pictures or write words to describe the theme of the day. Whatever triggers kids’
memories works.
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January 3: Boy Jesus in the Temple
Note: There is something very sweet about a young Jesus being draw to the religious leaders.
Judaism is a very intellectual faith that values arguing about scripture. As a twelve-year-old, Jesus
is revealed to be particularly insightful in a way that tickles the elders. It’s important to remember
that curiosity, questions, and challenges to our faith have a long history of being faithful.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. (It may be a total failure this first time. This is a
growing into practice).
Introduce the Timeline: Time to create a new timeline, if you are using it! Put up some new
butcher paper (or whatever works for you) and talk about how now we will be following Jesus’
story and what happened after he lived.
Read the Story: Luke 2:41-52 or SPARK pg. 230 “The Boy at the Temple”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what questions and ideas Jesus had as a boy
 I wonder if God likes it when we have lots of questions
 I wonder how Mary and Joseph felt when they couldn’t find Jesus
 I wonder if Mary really understood Jesus and who he would be
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you gave us brains to think and ask questions. You want us to be
excited about our faith and drawn in to discovering who you are. Open our hearts and minds to
who you are, in Jesus name. Amen.
Activity: Questions for God
 Find a box at home, like a shoe box, Kleenex box, etc. Decorate it if you wish.
 Label it “Questions for God”
 Get a piece of paper and cut it into strips of whatever size you want, as long as your
student can write a question on the strip
 Encourage them to write questions they have about God, the world, and the Bible and
put them in the box. Non-writers can tell you and you can write them down.
 Take time to try to answer the questions, even if it’s “I don’t know”. You can also email
your pastor and see how she/he responds!
Timeline: Place one of the pictures on the Timeline.
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January 10: The Baptism of Jesus
Note: Baptism in Jesus’ time was a ritual of repentance and turning back to God. It was a symbol
of cleansing and forgiveness. Technically, you could be baptized more than once. It was later that
Christians claimed and redefined baptism as an entrance right into belonging in the faith.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Review the Timeline: Ask the kids to remind you about the story from last week using the
timeline. Use this as an introduction to what they will learn today.
Read the Story: Luke 3:1-22 or SPARK pg. 242 “Jesus’ Baptism”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if the water was cold or warm
 I wonder if John was confused about why Jesus wanted to be baptized
 I wonder if other people noticed the dove
 I wonder what my baptism was like
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, in our baptisms you reminded us that we are your children and you
love us very much. You have promised to be with us forever. We thank you for Jesus who came
to show us the way. Amen.
Activity: Have a bowl and water pitcher filled with water ready. As you pour the water into the
bowl, you can bless it “in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit”. Then, trace
the cross on each child’s forehead and say, “you are a beloved Child of God”. Let them practice
putting the cross on their forehead and saying, “in the name of the Father, and the Son , and the
Holy Spirit, I am a child of God”.
(If you wish, you could have the bowl of water ready every week and invite the kids as they come
in to do this ritual.)
Work on the handprint/dove picture. Everyone gets a blue piece of construction paper and
traces their hand on a white sheet. Cut it out, add a black eye on the thumb, and glue to the blue
sheet. Add decorations as you want. Write the words “The Holy Spirit came down at baptism” on
the top. On the bottom kids can also write “I am a child of God”.
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

January 17: Sermon at Nazareth
Note: Jesus reads from the scroll in Isaiah, the exact same passage we read in December. This
passage wasn’t offensive by itself. It was only when Jesus related it to those outside of the Jewish
faith that people became angry. After all, THEY were the chosen people, weren’t they?
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Review the Timeline: Review the stories from the last few weeks using the timeline as a guide.
Read the Story: Luke 4:14-30 or SPARK pg. 253 “Jesus Goes to Nazareth”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if Jesus felt sad that his neighbors didn’t like what he said
 I wonder how Jesus family felt listening to all of this
 I wonder if someone was happy about what Jesus said
 I wonder what Jesus might say to me that would make me angry
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
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Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you came to us in Jesus to show us that you love everyone. You care
about people nobody else cares about. You remember the people others have forgotten. Remind
us that as Christians, we are asked to care about and love those you do. Amen.
Activity: For Younger Kids: have them color the sheet of Jesus in the synagogue. Explain that this
is like our church. Look at the symbols of David’s star, the candles, the scroll of the scripture.
What is the same as our church? What is different?
For older kids: complete the fill in the blank sheet. Then, roll both ends toward each other so it
looks like a scripture scroll. Tell the kids this is what the scriptures looked like in Jesus time. Each
book (Genesis, Isaiah, Deuteronomy) was a separate scroll.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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January 24: Fish for People
Note: Being a disciple to a rabbi was a big deal! It was kind of like going to college or graduate
school. So, it is meaningful that Jesus asked regular fisherman to be his disciples. That means he
believed anyone could follow his way. Even us!
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Review the Timeline: Review the stories from the last few weeks using the timeline as a guide.
Read the Story: Luke 5:1-11 or SPARK pg. 258 “The Disciples”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder how Simon, Andrew, James and John felt when they were asked to follow Jesus
 I wonder how Jesus decided who to ask to be his disciples
 I wonder if other people were surprised
 I wonder if other people were disappointed they weren’t chosen
 I wonder how we can follow Jesus today even though we don’t see him
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, just as you called the disciples to follow you, you call us. We follow
you by learning about you, by reading the Bible, by praying, and by loving and serving those
around us. Teach us how to be your disciple. Amen.
Activity You will need an egg carton and twelve plastic Easter eggs. Take the sheet of twelve
disciples. Cut them up and divide the disciples between the kids. Have the kids put their disciple
in an Easter egg and put all the eggs in the carton.
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Timeline: Place one of the pictures on the Timeline.
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January 31: Healing on the Sabbath
Note: The Sabbath was a time for everyone and everything to rest. Even slaves, animals, and nonJewish visitors had to rest. No one was allowed to work, but instead they were encouraged to
take the time to learn at the synagogue, to be with family, and simply to relax. Naturally, people
try to find loopholes. What exactly is considered “work”? Over time the religious leaders came up
with many, many laws to define what could or couldn’t be done on the Sabbath. But Jesus
reminds the leaders that the Sabbath is meant to promote life, not hurt it.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Review the Timeline: Review the stories from the last few weeks using the timeline as a guide.
Read the Story: Luke 6:1-16 (No SPARK Version) or Summary Below:
Summary: The Pharisees, who were leaders of the Jewish faith, did not always understand what
Jesus was doing. One day they found Jesus and his disciples picking grain in the fields on the
Sabbath, a day when you were supposed to just rest and do nothing. They asked him why he was
working, and he said, “King David broke a law once, too. Laws like the Sabbath are made to help
people, not to hold them back. We are hungry!”
On another Sabbath day, Jesus went to a synagogue (which is like a church) to teach the people.
Jesus saw a man with a hurting hand and wanted to help him. Jesus asked the pharisees, “Is it
lawful to help or harm on the Sabbath? Should I save a life or let someone suffer?” Then Jesus
asked the man to stretch out his hand and suddenly the man was healed. The Pharisees,
however, were very mad!
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if Jesus was annoyed at the Pharisees
 I wonder if the disciples ever questioned what Jesus was doing
 I wonder how the man with the withered hand felt being healed
 I wonder if I ever tattle on someone doing something wrong
 I wonder if there is ever a good time to break a rule
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you teach us that rules are to keep us safe and healthy. You want
us to be healed and happy. Help us to care about others more than we care about the rules.
Amen.
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Activity: Using our Hands. Our hands can reach out and touch, they can hit, they can grab
something away, or hold something gently. Hands are very important.
 FIRST: Name all the ways we use our hands on a daily basis.
 SECOND: What are all the ways we use our hands that are helpful, loving, and gentle
 THIRD: Hand massages! The teacher can demonstrate how you might give a gentle hand
massage. Take turns.
 FOURTH: Trace the child’s hand on a piece of paper. You can add the following below:
o “My hands are small, but they can_______” (Insert one of the good things you
listed above with the kids that hands can do)
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

February 7: The Centurion’s Servant
Note: A Roman Centurion would not be Jewish in faith, and Jews did not like the Romans. The
Jews wanted to be independent, and Roman soldiers were often very brutal. But here is a story of
a Roman Centurion who has faith in Jesus as a healer and is also well liked by his Jewish
neighbors. It is a reminder that we cannot dismiss people just because we may have had a bad
experience with others like them. Faith and kindness can be found everywhere.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Review the Timeline: Review the stories from the last few weeks using the timeline as a guide.
Read the Story: Luke 7:1-10 or SPARK pg. 290 “The Centurion’s Servant”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if Jesus was surprised at how kind the centurion was
 I wonder if there are people I don’t like who can do something nice
 I wonder if someone who believes differently than me can still have a good strong faith
 I wonder how I can show that kind of faith in Jesus
 I wonder how I can show kindness to others
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Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we can always be surprised! You can surprise us, our friends can
surprise us, people we don’t know can surprise us! We can surprise other people to by being
kind and helpful. Keep our hearts warm and open, Jesus. Amen.
Activity: Hot Chocolate Surprise!!!
 You will need: baking soda, vinegar, hot cocoa mix, water, marshmallows, enough little
cups for everyone, and one demonstration mug
 In the demonstration mug (large!!!) place baking soda and hot cocoa over it. (Maybe do
this before class starts!) Ask one kid to add the “hot water”, but give them a small
container with vinegar instead.
 When the mixture bubbles, ask if they were surprised. What had they expected? Will it
happen again? Do this exercise as much as the kids want to.
 Now you can make REGULAR hot chocolate with water and hot cocoa and marshmallows
for the kids to enjoy.
 REFLECTION: Water and chocolate together make a delicious treat. But some things
together react and make exciting things happen! What would that be? Faith and love?
Creativity and joy? Friends and fun?

Timeline: Place a symbol or picture on the Timeline.
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February 14: Transfiguration
Note: This is an odd story, used every year to bridge us from Epiphany to Lent. It is, you might say,
the final “epiphany” when the three closest disciples see Jesus for who he really is. He glows on a
mountain top and converses with two angelic beings. Clearly, he is not an ordinary man! But after
that Jesus descends from the mountain and we journey through Lent to the cross. Jesus as
Messiah, we come to understand later, is only truly understood through the cross.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. Build up the breaths if you want to ten.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Story: Luke 9:28-45 or SPARK pg. 358 “The Transfiguration”
Sample “I wonder” statements:
 I wonder if Peter and the other disciples were scared
 I wonder if Jesus was surprised that he was glowing
 I wonder what I would have done if I had been watching
 I wonder if anything mysterious has ever happened to you
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you are so connected to God you glowed on a mountain top. But
then you chose to come back to be with people just like me, because you love us. You chose to
be a servant instead of a ruler. Help us to remember that everything you did, you did out of love.
Amen.
Activity: To make this craft you will need: printable image printed on stock paper,
wax paper (slightly smaller in size the the printable image), crayons or colored pencils,
tape, scissors.
 Print image of Jesus on stock paper
 Color the background behind Jesus
 Cut out the circle and the Jesus shape
 Tape wax paper to the back to the light can shine through Jesus
 You can hang this with string or tape or putty on a window or lamp to let the light shine
through.
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline.

February 21: Good Samaritan
Note: Samaritans and Jews did not get along. They both believed in the same God, but
Samaritans worshipped God on the mountain, not the temple. They were similar, but not the
same. A Jew would be suspicious of a Samaritan and look down on them. Jesus uses the
Samaritan as a hero to once again remind us that kindness and courage can be found in the most
unlikely people.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. Build up the breaths if you want to ten.
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Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Story: Luke 10:25-42 or SPARK pg. 360 “The Good Samaritan”
Sample “I wonder” Statement:
 I wonder if the Samaritan was scared to stop and help
 I wonder why the other people walked by the hurt man
 I wonder if the hurt man was surprised a Samaritan had come to help him
 I wonder if we are ever too afraid to help
 I wonder what the innkeeper thought of the Samaritan being so generous
 I wonder what the clever man thought of Jesus’ story
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you ask us to help other people, even people we don’t like. That
can be hard. Help us to learn to see everyone as your precious child. Amen.
Activity: OPTION ONE: Helping Hands
 Get either a large piece of butcher paper or a wall that can be “painted”
 Get various colors of paint and squirt into several dishes.
 Have kids choose a color, place their hand in the paint, and make a handprint on the
butcher paper or wall.
 When it dries, have them write “I help ______ by______” (ex: I help my dad by taking out
the garbage).
 Hang this up with the title “Helping Hands”
OPTION TWO (or while paint is drying): Act out the story
 Have people be the man on the ground
 Have other play the priests and Levite
 Have another be the good Samaritan and innkeeper
 Have them switch roles and talk about what they observed and felt as the different
characters
Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline
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February 28: The Parable of the Fig Tree
Note: In this parable, God is like the owner of the vineyard, and Israel is the vineyard. We can also
say that all humans are the vineyard. Jesus is like the gardener. God is frustrated that Israel
hasn’t born the “fruits” they should and wants to cut them down, the Jesus asks for time to really
nurture the soil. All parables are imperfect metaphors, and they are never 100% the truth. Did
God want to cut Israel down? No. God loves us all. However, it is highlighting Jesus role as
wanting to nourish the soil for all of us, so we bear good fruits.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Luke 13:6-9 or SPARK pg. 372 “Parable of the Fig Tree”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder who the owner is in this story
 I wonder who the gardener is
 I wonder why the fig tree wasn’t bearing any fruits
 I wonder if the gardener’s plan worked
 I wonder if I ever feel like I’ve worked on something for a long time and haven’t gotten
the rewards I wanted
 I wonder how God nourishes me
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, your love and grace gives me the spiritual food I need to grow big
and strong. I am like a tree planted in your soil. Give me what I need to bear good fruits. Amen.
Activity: Talking about Plants and Figs!
 If you have plants in the house, talk about what they need in order to be healthy. Are
they all the same? Does a cactus need the same amount of water as roses?
 Watch the following video about fig trees in Israel: “Fig Tree- lessons while hiking in Israel”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBnGq7YblBY
 Ask your kids to name what they need in order to feel safe, happy, and excite about life.
What do they love to do? What makes them really happy?
 Have a fig for a snack!
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

March 7: Lost Sheep, Coin, Son
Note: People have strong opinions about the Prodigal son. Many relate to the older brother who
worked hard and feels neglected by his father, who seems to dismiss the younger son’s horrible
behavior all too easily. Yet, Jesus told this parable to the Pharisees, hoping they would relate to
the elder brother. Jesus was being criticized for spending time and teaching the “low lifes” of
society. Jesus was trying to reveal the Pharisees’ hypocrisy. Living and working for the father
should be a pleasure, not a slavery. Thus, the more time you have had living under God’s grace,
the more blessed you are. We don’t need to look down on those who had to appreciate God the
hard way. If we see our service to God as a joyless servitude, we are as lost as the younger
brother.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five or more times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Luke 15:1-32 or SPARK pg. 374 and 378 “The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin”, and “The Prodigal
Son”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if the father was worried about his son that was gone
 I wonder if the elder brother was worried about his brother
 I wonder what the younger brother felt when his older brother didn’t want to welcome
him home
 I wonder if I have ever hurt anyone’s feelings
 I wonder if I have ever refused to forgive someone
 I wonder what it’s like to be lost and then have someone find you
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Forgiving God, you welcome us with open arms whenever we want to come
back to you. You never leave us, but we can forget about you. Help us always to appreciate your
love and forgiveness. Amen.
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Activity: Make a “Welcome Home Door”
 You need popsicles sticks (8 per kid), glue, decorative stickers,
and squares of paper.
 Line up 6 sticks. Put glue on the remaining two and lay them
across the top.
 Write “Welcome Home” on the slip of paper and glue to the
door.
 Decorate the door and add a “doorknob”
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

March 14: Rich Man and Lazarus
Note: This story is a wake-up call. Many wealthy people felt they were blessed by God and
deserved their luxurious life. It must have been a surprise for the rich man to discover he wasn’t
favored after all-- but a beggar was! He wants to share this message with his family, to warn
them. But Jesus reminds us that we have already been warned by every prophet that came
before.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five or more times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Luke 16:19-32 or SPARK pg. 386 “The Parable of the Rich Man”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder how Lazarus felt being ignored and forgotten
 I wonder why the rich man felt he was better than the beggar
 I wonder if I ever feel better than some people
 I wonder if other people ever feel better than me
 I wonder what Jesus wants us to understand in this story
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
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Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you love everyone, whether they are rich or poor, beautiful or not.
You want us to treat each other well and care for the people who need help the most. Amen.
Activity: Assembly Homeless Health Kits
 (A local non-profit will have more specific instructions) Gather the following items to put
together as a class or Sunday school. You could have the congregation donate items the
weeks leading up to this.
 Tube socks, bottle of water, snack item such as granola bars, toothpaste and toothbrush,
chapstick, hand sanitizer, washcloth.
 Find a good quality zip lock bag and assembly kits together. You can add a simple
message in the bag such as “Blessings from Lord of Life Lutheran”.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

March 21: Zacchaeus
Note: Tax Collectors were much hated. The Romans taxed people into slavery, often forcing
families to mortgage their family lands in order to pay. But it was a fellow neighbor who took the
role of Tax Collector, a job that may have paid well, but was seen as a betrayal to the community.
Zacchaeus may have been interested in Jesus, but Jesus’ willingness to sit and eat with him may
have made the villagers angry. Eating with someone meant you accepted them. But it was this
action that changed Zacchaeus’ heart. Jesus seems to accept people where they are first and they
change in response to his love, rather than the other way around.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Luke 18:31-19:10 or SPARK pg. 400 “Zacchaeus”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what the other villagers thought of Zacchaeus
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I wonder if they were mad Jesus chose to eat with someone they didn’t like instead of
with them
I wonder if Zacchaeus ever felt lonely
I wonder what Jesus said to Zacchaeus that made him change his heart
I wonder if I am ever like Zacchaeus
I wonder if I am ever like the villagers
I wonder how I can be like Jesus

Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you come to us as we are, good or bad, angry or sad, happy or
tired. You want to sit with us and be friends with us. Help us to be like you, Jesus. Amen.
Activity: FOR YOUNGER KIDS
 Color the sheet/project on Zacchaeus
 You can use green flash paper to glue on the branches, brown on the trunk
 Cut out Zacchaeus and act out the story of him going up the tree
 Shout “Come down, Zacchaeus!” and have him come down
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FOR OLDER KIDS:
 On a blank sheet of paper have them write a story or write down a time they felt lonely
or lost
 Have them draw a picture of the event on the other half
 Ask the kids to identify who or what helped them through it
 Talk about how Jesus comes to us in different ways and how we can be a friend to others
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

March 28: Palm Sunday
Note: Jerusalem was the center of religious and political life for the Jews. If Jesus wanted to cause
trouble, this would be the place! When people called out “Hosanna” (which means ‘Save Us’) and
waved palm branches, it wasn’t just a nice welcome, but a political statement about the Messiah.
The people wanted a King David to rescue them from the Romans. Jesus probably knew that and
did otherwise.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Luke 19:29-44 or SPARK pg. 454 “Palm Sunday”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if the people knew who Jesus really was
 I wonder if the disciples understood what was going on
 I wonder if Jesus expected this kind of welcome
 I wonder what I would have thought of Jesus if I’d been alive back then
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
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Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you came as the Son of God to be our Messiah. Sometimes we
wave palm branches and love you, and sometimes we don’t understand what you mean and can
get angry. Bless us as we walk toward Good Friday and Easter with you. Amen.
Make palm branches as a craft and act out the story. Let
kids play the different parts: Jesus, disciples, the people,
even the donkey!

Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

April 11: Emmaus Road
Note: This is a profound story. It reminds us that the disciples did NOT understand Jesus and his
mission. Their view of God and the Messiah was too small. The images that are so meaningful to
people is the image of Jesus walking with them with them even knowing, and of finally
recognizing Jesus when he breaks the bread. When have we looked back and seen Jesus in our
life? What rituals help us to see Jesus?
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Luke 24:13-35 or SPARK pg. 488 “The Road to Emmaus”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what the disciples were feeling on the road to Emmaus
 I wonder how they felt after they realized Jesus had been with them
 I wonder if Jesus has ever been with me and I didn’t know
 I wonder if I still have more to learn about God and Jesus
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
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Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Jesus, you walk beside us every day, but we can’t see you. Sometimes you are
with us through a mom or dad, grandparent, teacher, of friend. We know that you love us.
Amen.
Activity: EMMAUS TOUR:
 You can take the kids in a tour around the church, stopping in all the major rooms. Ask
the kids where Jesus might show up here? How is God present in the choir room, the
nursery, the sanctuary, the offices? What about the bathrooms (are they handicap
accessible?)
 Along the journey, you can have someone from the congregation join you. Make sure
they are disguised! Maybe they have good answers to the above questions.
 At the end of the journey have them take off their disguise. Did the kids know? When did
they know?
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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April 18: Stephen’s Witness
Note: The idea of martyr-ship may be disturbing to young kids. Dying because of your faith? It
seems so wrong. While we may not have that in our recent American history, there are always
faiths in the world that are looked down upon. Religious persecution is common. You may open
up the conversation to what events kids have seen in the last few years in America regarding
race, belief, prejudice, etc.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Acts 6:8—15, 54-60 or retell this story as below:
Summary: Stephen was a Christian. He was so interested in Jesus! He loved to come to worship
and listen to the other disciples talk about Jesus. Even though the disciples asked him to
distribute bread to the Greek widows, Stephen wanted to preach! He even did some miracles.
Well, some people got worried and had him arrested and taken before the Jewish
leaders. But Stephen preached to them, telling the whole story of the Bible and how it points to
Jesus. But the leaders did not like this. They wanted him to die.
But Stephen looked up into the sky and said, “hey, I see heaven and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God!”
The leaders got even more angry and killed him.
But before Stephen died, he said, “Jesus, receive my spirit.” Stephen was not afraid.
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if other people have suffered because of their faith
 I wonder what it would be like to have people mean to me because of what I believe
 I wonder if I have ever been mean to anyone because of what they believe
 I wonder if I would be strong enough to stand up to people who made fun of me
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, there are times when our faith in you is hard to live out. People
may get angry because we aren’t doing or saying what they want us to say. Give us the strength
of Stephen to do what is right. Amen.
Activity: LIFTING UP OR PUTTING DOWN?
 Have the kids suggest words, names, or phrases that make them feel bad about
themselves. Write these on a white board.
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Talk about how words can hurt. As Christians we are asked to lift people up, not put them
down.
Get brown construction paper. Have the kids write the words or phrases on the paper.
Crumble the paper up into “stones”. Talk about how when we use our words to hurt
others, it is like throwing stones at a person. When we hurt someone else, we are hurting
Jesus.
Throw the “stones” at a cross (or at least suggest it! Might be too tender for the little
ones!).
Jesus takes our stones and gives back love.
Now, take red construction paper and go through the same process, this time with nice
words, names, and phrases.
Have the kids cut it into a heart and trade hearts with other classmates.

Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

April 25: Ethiopian Eunuch Baptized
Note: It is important to remember that the Jewish faith was a relatively exclusive faith. They did
not actively convert people to their faith. Being Jewish was, and still is, not just a faith but a race.
Jews would often look down on Samaritans or other lesser groups. In addition, the temple was
very segregated. There was an outer court for the gentiles, then further in the Women’s court,
where Jewish women could go no further, then the Men’s only court, then the Holy of Holies. For
the Ethiopian Eunuch to ask “what prevents me from being baptized” or “what prevents me from
being one of you” and the answer being “nothing” shows how egalitarian Christianity was meant
to be. Not only are all invited, but you are all the same, and all have equal access to God. This is a
profound notion.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Acts 8:26-39 or SPARK pg. 510 “Philip and the Ethiopian”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what Philip thought, having the Spirit send him all over the place
 I wonder what the Ethiopian thought when Philip disappeared
 I wonder what the Ethiopian told his family when he went home
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I wonder if God ever sends me to talk to people about Jesus

Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you love us all the same, but we often focus on how we are
different. We see the differences as better or worse and sometimes we can leave someone out
or not play with them. Help us to see each other with your eyes. Amen.
Activity: FOR THE LITTLE ONES:
 Bring in a bunch of dolls or animals, as diverse in look as you can get. Have a pitcher of
water and a bowl ready.
 Hold up each and ask the kids to describe each doll. Do they have a favorite?
 Now you can “baptize” the dolls, saying they are children of God in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
 Talk about how even though they are different, they are all loved exactly the same as
God
Place the sign of the cross with water on each other children’s forehead and tell them, “you are
loved in the name of the Father, and the Son, and Holy Spirit.”
FOR OLDER KIDS:
 Ask them if they remember seeing a baptism recently. What happened?
 Do churches do baptisms differently? (Yes! Sometimes in a tub, or a river, with adults or
babies)
 Can anyone be baptized? (Yes!) Does God say no to anyone? (No!)
 What would the world be like if everyone was as loving as God?
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

May 2: Council at Jerusalem
Note: While the SPARK story isn’t directly about the council at Jerusalem, both reveal Paul’s core
conviction that God accepts you as you are, and you are acceptable to God because of your
faith/trust in God through Jesus. In the story of the Council at Jerusalem, Paul comes head to
head with the Jerusalem leaders of Peter and Jesus’ brother, James. They are still very Jewish in
their practices and find it hard to swallow that Paul accepts non-Jews (Gentiles) without asking
them to become Jewish first. Christianity wasn’t yet seen as a separate faith, but an off-shoot of
Judaism. Eventually, Peter and James speak for Paul, giving him permission to keep doing what he
is doing.
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Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Acts 15:1-18 or SPARK pg. 540 “Paul’s Letters
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what other things the first Christians argued about
 I wonder if churches argue about things today
 I wonder how it is we can all understand our faith so differently
 I wonder what it would be like to have to change who you are or what you do in order to
be accepted by God
 I wonder if I ever get mad at other people for seeing things differently than me
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you sent Jesus to the earth so everyone would know that you love
us all no matter what. Help us to listen and care for other people, even if we don’t understand
them, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Activity: A BIT OF GEOGRAPHY
 Bring a globe or Google Earth technology to class (laptop, etc)
o If the kids are very small, you might want to explain what the oceans and
continents are. See how much they know!
 First find where you live on the globe.
 Second, find Jerusalem.
 Next, look at the coloring page Map and see if the kids can identify the sea, cities, land
masses (whatever their level) and match it to the globe.
 Talk about how Paul visited many cities preaching about Jesus. He had to walk a lot and
take a lot of ships to do so.
 Have the kids color the map.
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

May 9: Living by Faith
Note: Once we get to the letters of Paul, the subject matter can get very complex. While Jews
believe very much in the mercy of God, in Jesus’ time things had swung far too heavily toward
who was “righteous” before God and who wasn’t. Keeping the laws including being circumcised,
eating Kosher, and observing traditions, were seen as keeping you right with God. Paul’s mystical
experience, however, teaches him that trust and love of God is what makes you right with God,
not your action
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
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Story: Galatians 2:15-21 or RETELL the story below. (Advised)
Summary: I am Paul, and I was a Pharisee, a teacher of the law. Boy, was I smart! I did everything
so perfectly and all my teachers were proud of me. I really wanted to please God, too, so I did
everything a good Jewish young man should do. According to the Jewish Laws, I was perfect! But
inside, I was filled with doubt, fear, and shame.
Then, because God loves me, God gave me a vision of Jesus. God wanted me to go to the
people who are not Jewish, who haven’t heard about God’s love, to tell them all about Jesus and
what he means.
So, I spent some time alone praying, but eventually began preaching Jesus and his love.
And, boy, did I get in trouble! Even Peter the disciple and I argued! Many of the leaders like him
in Jerusalem didn’t like that I was accepting non-Jewish people in my churches freely. They
thought they should become Jews first and then become Christians, that they should keep all the
old laws like what to eat, how to wash your hands, and all that.
I disagreed.
Here is the deal! God doesn’t love us because of what we did or didn’t do! Our friendship
with God is all about our trust in Jesus. When we trust in Jesus, Jesus comes into our hearts and
makes us good. Then, it’s like Jesus is living inside of us.
You see? It’s not how smart we are. It’s not how good we try to be, because we can’t be
perfect, we just can’t! It’s only our trust and faith in Jesus that begins to change us and our
hearts. That is good news!
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what Paul was like before he met Jesus
 I wonder what Peter and the other disciples thought of Paul
 I wonder what the other Pharisees thought about Pauls’ change
 I wonder what it means to let Jesus into your heart
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, open my heart and let Jesus inside. Help me to trust in Jesus and
follow in his ways all my life, so that I can find my rest in you even on bad days. Amen.
Activity: WORKS VERSUS GRACE ACTIVITY
 Have some kind of treat for the kids, enough for everyone. Place it on a table by you and
say it is up to you to give it out.
 Divide your class into three sections: Works, Grace, and Other kids
 The Other kids are sitting on the far side of the classroom. The Grace kids sit with you,
the Works kids stand on the other side of the classroom ready to do your tasks.
 Now, have all the Works kids do some of the following activities: Ten Jumping Jacks. Ten
Sit-ups. (Remind the kids this is good for them!) Get on their knees and say a prayer
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together. Take a treat and give it to the Others. Ten pushups. Find a story in the Bible and
read it or re-tell it to each other, etc. etc.
While you are giving orders, you can simply give a treat to the Grace kids. If they are
small, feel free to be cuddly with them. They should feel safe and cared about.
While the Works kids are busy with an activity, ask the Grace kids to give the Other kids a
treat.
Now, stop, and ask the kids about their experience. Did they like where they were? Why
or why not? Would they like to trade with another kid? Which was the best position?
What if the kids knew ANYONE could be a GRACE kid if they wanted to? They just had to
move over by the teacher. That was it. Would they do it? Would they want someone to
tell them that or not?
EXPLAIN: When we are busy trying to please God, we can’t always feel God’s love and
don’t always think about how to help others. When we are with God and already feel
love, we can help others as much as we want. PAUL had been a WORKS kid who realized
he could just be GRACE kid like that! And he wanted the OTHER kids to know they could
be a GRACE kid, too.

Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

May 16: One in Christ
Note: The letters in the New Testament can become a bit dense, so I have a summary below. Paul
was dealing with a lot of misconceptions in the early Church, as old separations and notions were
hard-pressed to leave their beliefs. One of those was a sense of hierarchy in the world: who was
better, more worthy, and who was not. If we are honest, we still struggle with this as a church.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Galatians 3:23-29 or summary below:
Summary: Paul wrote a lot of letters to the first Christian churches. In this letter to the church of
Galatia, he wanted them to understand you couldn’t make God love you more by following every
rule perfectly. God also didn’t love you more because you were a boy or a girl, rich or poor.
Some of the Christians tried to compare who was better and who was worse, and it made some
people feel bad.
So, Paul wrote:
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“God gave us rules to obey to keep us safe, like a babysitter. But now that we have Jesus,
we understand that our relationship with God is what is most important. When we were
baptized, we all became the same, all God’s children. So, in Jesus there is no such things as Jew
or Greek, slave or free, male nor female, because everyone is One in Christ Jesus. You all are
welcome in the house of God!”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if other people have tried to make me feel bad about who I am
 I wonder if I have ever tried to make someone else feel bad about who they are
 I wonder what it would be like to love all people equally
 I wonder if there are groups of people we tend to look down on now
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, thank you for loving all of us! Help me to love myself as much as
you love me, and to love other people as well. Amen.
Activity: Color in the “Family of God” Coloring Sheet attached.
For older kids, you can also have them brainstorm as many “groups” of people as they can think
of. This could include race, gender, religion, so forth. Write them on a piece of paper or
whiteboard, and then draw a giant heart around them all.
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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May 23: Pentecost
Note: We end the year with a very important story! It’s often called the Birthday of the Church,
the moment the Holy Spirit came to give the disciples courage to share the Gospel. We are a
church that is sent out into the world to speak, to help, to reach out to anyone and everybody,
because God loves them.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Acts 2:1-6 or Spark pg. 502 “The Holy Spirit”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder the disciples were scared to see fire on their heads
 I wonder what it looked like!
 I wonder what it feels like to be able to speak in other languages without practicing!
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Holy Spirit, you are welcome here! Give me your courage and your love to
shine my light with the whole world! Amen.
Activity: Birthday Party for the Church!
 Decorate with streamers, balloons, or hand-made decorations
 Have cupcakes or a cake (you can make one, too, if you are home)
 Sing “happy birthday” to the church- which is roughly 2000 years old!
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

See you Next Year!
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