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Spring 2020 
 

January 
 5- Mark 1:21-45 Jesus’ Ministry Begun 

 12- Mark 2:1-11 Jesus Heals and Teaches 
 19- Mark 4:1-34 Parables in Mark 
 26- Mark 5:1-20 Jesus and the Gerasene Demoniac 
 
February 
 2- Mark 5:21-43 Jairus’ Daughter Healed 
 9- Mark 6:1-29 Death of John the Baptist 
 16- Mark 7:1-23 What Defiles? 
 23- Mark 8:27-9:8 Transfiguration 
 
March 

1-Mark 10:17-31 First Last and Last First  
 8- Mark 10:32-52 Bartimaeus Healed 
 15- Mark 12:1-12 Parables of the Tenants 
 22- Mark 12:28-44 Great Commandment 
 29- Mark 12:1-8, 24-37 End of the Age 
 
April 
 5- Mark 11:1-11 Triumphant Entry (Palm Sunday) 
 12-EASTER! 
 19- Acts 1:1-14 You Shall Be My Witnesses 
 26- Acts 3:1-10 Peter Heals in Jerusalem 
 
May 
 3-Acts 17:1-9 Church at Thessalonica  
 10- Acts 18:1-4 Church at Corinth 
 17- 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Faith, Hope, and Love 
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January 5: Jesus’ Ministry Begun 
 
Note: When Jesus heals Simon Peter’s mother-in-law, she rises up to serve everyone. 
While you could criticize the culture for making an almost dead woman get up and 
serve the men, I think there is another way to see this story. When Jesus heals us, he 
heals us so we can live our lives, and do the things we were meant to do. Some people 
are natural hosts and love to serve. Jesus seeks to make us whole in body, mind, and 
spirit so we can go into the world and do what we love to do. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: It is a new year and we move to the New Testament. This would be a good 
time to set up a fresh timeline and briefly discuss that we will be reading from the parts 
of the Bible that are about Jesus from now on. 
 
Story: Read Mark 1:21-45 or SPARK pg. 256 “Jesus Heals” 

Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 
 I wonder if Peter believed Jesus could heal his mother in law 
 I wonder how Jesus heals us today 
 I wonder how I make the world a better place 
 I wonder how I can heal people in my own way 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, thank you for caring about all of us so much that you 
want us to be healthy. Thank you for doctors, for medicine, for good food and rest that 
keeps us healthy and safe. Amen. 
 
Activity: Each kids gets a piece of paper that says, “Jesus heals me so that I can 
_______”.  

 Help kids determine a gift that is both what they like doing and what makes the 
world a better and more lovely place. 

 They can fill in the blank and you can also offer the following words as choices: 
PLAY, HELP, INVESTIGATE, LEARN, READ, SING, LISTEN TO FRIENDS, 
PLANT, etc. 
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Activity Two: Coloring Sheet 

 
 

 
January 12: Jesus Heals and Teaches 

 
Note: This is a profound story about the faith of friends to heal someone. We should all 
be so lucky to have friends who would tear through a ceiling to bring us to healing! If 
we believe Jesus wants to heal everyone, we also have to think about how other people 
help us or hinder us in getting to that healing. We need others to sustain us our whole 
lives long. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review last week’s story on the timeline. 
 
Story: Read Mark 2:1-22 or SPARK pg. 348 “Four Friends”  
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder what the owner of the house felt when his roof was being torn apart 
 I wonder what the disciples felt 
 I wonder if sometimes we care more about keeping the church neat than helping 

people come to Jesus 
 I wonder how we can bring people to Jesus for healing now 
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Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, thank you for friends and family that teach us about your 
love and care about us. Help us to remember that you heal us in so many ways and 
through so many people, out whole lives long. Amen. 
 
Activity: Take turns bringing each child to “Jesus” for a healing blessing. 

 Choose what is best for your class. Maybe older kids can form a “chair” by 
grasping each other’s arms. Extend your left arm in front of you. Bend your right 
arm at a 90 degree angle and grip your left elbow. Face a partner doing the same 
thing and grip their bent elbow. 

 Carry one child at a time to a designated “Jesus” for a blessing. 
 “God heal you and make you whole, in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

 
Activity Two: Coloring Sheet 
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January 19: Parables in Mark 

 
Note: The sower seems rather irresponsible, throwing seed carelessly in all directions, 
on all manner of ground. We, as humans, are planted in unequal soil and ground. Some 
of us to loving homes, some not. Some of us in chaotic countries, some not. Some of us 
to deep faith, some not. Yet, faith manages to grow, and not always where we expect it. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Mark 4:1-34 or SPARK pg. 292 “The Sower”           
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder what makes me grow up big and strong 
 I wonder what makes my heart and my faith grow big and strong 
 I wonder how God nurtures my faith 
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 I wonder what weeds threaten to take my faith in God away 
 I wonder how I can nurture other people’s faith 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. Lord, 
let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. When my 
heart is hard, break the stone away. When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. When 
my heart is lost, lead me on your way. Lord, let my heart be good soil. Amen. (ELW 
#512) 
 
Activity: Plant a seed in a cup and talk about what a seed needs to grow. What do we 
need to grow? You will need: Cups or clay pots, dirt, seeds.  

 
January 26: Jesus and the Gerasene 

Demoniac 
 
Note: This story is powerful and perplexing- especially about the pigs going into the 
ocean! It’s no wonder most children’s Bibles don’t include it. In this story, Jesus 
encounters a man with a legion of demons inside him. He lives in the tombs and is 
violent. The demons recognize Jesus (a common theme in Mark) and beg to go into the 
pigs. Jesus agrees, healing the man, yet the villagers are more frightened than happy 
one of their own has been healed. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
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Story: Jesus and his disciples got into a boat and went across the sea to a new place. When they 
got out they met a man who was very sick in his spirit. Because of this, he would shout and yell 
and throw things, so his family and friends made him live up on the hill by himself. 
 But when the man saw Jesus, he knelt down and said, “why are you here, Son of God? 
Leave me alone!” 
 But Jesus knew the man needed to be healed and wasn’t thinking straight. “What is your 
name?” Jesus asked. 
 “Legion. For I have an army inside me.” 
 Jesus understood that the man was so sick it was like a battle was going on inside of him 
all the time. That made Jesus sad. So, Jesus said, “Legion, get out of him!” 
 And all the sickness, all the anger, all the bad stuff flew out of the man and went into 
some pigs. The pigs all jumped into the water. 
 When the pig keepers saw this, they ran and told the villagers about it. They all hurried 
over to see what was happening. When they saw the man sitting calmly by Jesus, perfectly happy 
and safe, they became afraid. 
 “Did you cure him, Jesus?” they asked. “Go away, we don’t want you here!” 
 So, Jesus began to leave, but the man ran after him and said, “Don’t go, Jesus.” 
 Jesus said, “go and tell what God has done for you. You will be alright.” 
 And so, the man went into the city and began talking about what Jesus had done for him. 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder why the man was so sick. 
 I wonder why the villagers were scared of Jesus 
 I wonder if we have ever met someone sick in their spirit needing help 
 I wonder if any of us have ever had moments where we feel sick in our spirit 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you want us all to be happy and healthy in our bodies 
and our spirits. Give us healing and peace so we can live a good life. Amen. 
 
Activity: “How is it with your Spirit?” 

 Part One: Show the kids the feelings charts, or something similar (depending on 
age) 

 Point to the first feeling and share when you know you are happy. Ask the kids 
to do the same 

 Go through each emotion and ask the kids to think about what that feeling feels 
like and when they felt it 

 Affirm that all feelings are okay! Being angry and sad is okay! Everyone feels all 
the feelings! 
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 What would happen if you were sad all the time? Angry all the time? 
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 Part Two: What can you do when you are feeling sad or angry or jealous or 
scared? (Have the kids brainstorm healthy activities) 

o Talk to your parents, grandparents, teachers, etc 
o Go outside or play with a pet 
o Take ten deep and slow breaths 
o Jump up and down until you are tired 
o Get a hug or cuddle from your parent 

 
 
 

February 2: Jairus’ Daughter Healed 
 
Note: This is a unique store of a twelve-year-old girl near death, and an encounter with 
a woman who had been suffering for twelve years. Remember, a woman who is 
hemorrhaging blood would be unclean and no one could touch her. That means for 
twelve years she hasn’t been touched, is not invited into her community, and has had 
no children, a curse for women at this time. When she is healed, she is more than made 
well, but restored to the community. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Mark 5:21-43 or the summary below: 
 
Summary: As Jesus was walking along, many people were with him. Suddenly, a man named 
Jairus came running up to him. He was a leader everyone knew. 
 “Please, Jesus! My daughter is going to die! Come and heal her.” 
 So, Jesus began to follow Jairus. But then something else happened! A woman who had 
been bleeding for twelve years was in the crowd and touched Jesus’ cloak. She believed that if she 
just touched him she would be healed. And she was! 
 But Jesus could feel it and turned around. “Did you touch me?”he asked. 
 “Oh, sorry! I just wanted to be healed!” she cried. 
 “It’s alright. Your faith is so big you were healed. Go in peace.” 
 When Jesus finally got to Jairus’ house, everyone was crying. They said it was too late, 
that the girl had just died. But Jesus went into the house and told everyone to leave. Then he 
went over to the girl and said, “little girl, get up!” 
 And she did! She opened her eyes and sat up! She even got up and ran to her mother and 
father. She was twelve years old. 
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Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder what it must be like to suffer from a disease for twelve years 
 I wonder what it must feel like to know your body is healing. Does it tingle? 
 I wonder what if felt like for Jesus to feel power leaving him. 
 I wonder if the little girl knew Jesus was from God 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Good and gracious God, you don’t want any of us sick or dying, 
especially children. You want us happy, healthy, and living our lives with our friends 
and family. Thank you for caring about us and sending doctors and friends who can 
help us when we are sick. Amen. 
 
Activity One: Act out the Story- retell the summary above but have kids play the parts 
of Jairus, the hemorrhaging woman, the little girl, Jesus, and any other parts. Ask the 
kids what if felt like to be the different parts. 
 
Activity Two: We are going to practice a kind of healing prayer through action. Maybe 
we can experience a tiny bit of what it felt like for Jesus to heal people! 

 Everyone stand in your own space and relax. 
 Take a good calming breath in and out a few times. 
 Imagine God’s light coming down into the top of your heads and going down 

into your hands 
 Rub your hands together vigorously and count to ten. Feel the heat building. 
 Move your hands apart six inches and feel the energy between your hands. 
 Find a partner: rub your hands again and now lay them on your partner’s 

shoulders or head and say, “God heal you”. 
 Talk about what it felt like! 

 

 
 

February 9: Jesus Goes to His 
Hometown 
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Note: Jesus is accepted quite well, except when he goes home. It was hard for the 
villagers who knew Jesus as a child to accept his new status as an authority on the 
scriptures. It’s hard for us to believe people can change. It’s also hard for us to see 
someone else excel beyond us. It challenges our pride. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Mark 6:1-6 or SPARK pg. 252 “Jesus Goes to Nazareth” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if Jesus were from our town, someone we went to school with, if we 
would understand who he was 

 I wonder what it feels like to have people you grew up with reject who you are 
 I wonder how I can welcome people, even people I think I know 
 I wonder if people can change 
 I wonder if I miss God coming to me because I don’t like the people God chose to 

send 
 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you come to all people with words of love and welcome 
from God. Help us to listen to these words, even if they come from unexpected people. 
Amen. 
 
Activity: Prepare 3 snack boxes beforehand and present them to the class. Ask which 
package looks like it will have the best snack inside. 

 Box 1: A fancy pretty gift box. Inside is just crumbs. 
 Box 2: An old, crumpled paper bag. Inside is cut up fruit. 
 Box 3: A normal box, maybe a re-used fruit snack box. Inside are cheerios. 
 Talk about how outside appearances can be deceiving. 

o Some things look good on the outside but don’t offer much. 
o Some things don’t look good, can be messy, yet offer good, healthy things. 
o Some things are medium. 

 How are people the same? What about movies? What about toys? Books? 
 What did people think Jesus was? 
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February 16: What Defiles?  
 
Note: With our modern notion of germs, this story of washing hands makes little sense. 
We tell kids to wash their hands all the time before eating! But the “defiling” the 
Pharisees were concerned about was spiritual, not physical. Washing up was a spiritual 
practice first, in order to please God. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Mark 7:1-23 or Summary Below: 
 
Summary: One day Jesus and his disciples were eating their food. But the Pharisees noticed 
they hadn’t washed their hands first. At that time, the Jewish people had lots of rules of what you 
could and couldn’t do. 
 “God is going to be mad at you!” They told Jesus. “God made a law that you have to 
wash your hands first. You aren’t following the rules!” 
 Jesus told them. “Do you really think God is worried about one rule? What is better, if 
someone says they love you but they don’t mean it, or if someone loves you even if they don’t say 
it? What is better, if someone shares with you only because they have to, or if they share because 
they want to? God knows the difference. God wants your heart to be loving.” 
 The Pharisees weren’t so sure.  
 “But Jesus, we have rules about how to eat and what to eat or your spirit gets sick.”  
 “But that doesn’t make sense,” Jesus argued. “Think about it. It is what is in our heart 
that makes our spirits sick, not things on the outside like what and how we eat. If our heart is full 
of anger, we can do and say all kinds of mean and awful things to people. That is what makes our 
spirits sick and that is what makes God sad. Not the food we eat or if we wash our hands!” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if there are good rules and silly rules 
 I wonder if we ever grow out of following some rules 
 I wonder why there were rules about what to eat and how to eat it 
 I wonder what rules we have at home that are important 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
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Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you care about us and you want of spirits healthy. Help 
us to learn to fill our hearts with your love so we can be happy. Amen. 
 
Activity: Make Valentines to give to loved ones. Use whatever craft items you have on 
hand for the kids. 
 

 
 

February 23: Transfiguration 
 
Note: Peter is a great example of a disciple who tries very hard and along the way he 
gets things super wrong and super right. He believes that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, but he doesn’t know what that means. Remember that the traditional Jewish job 
description of the Messiah was a king, like King David, who would defeat their enemies 
and return the land to the Jewish people. Jesus failed this job description. His execution 
on the cross was humiliating for his followers. They didn’t understand. 
 
We often try to separate suffering and failure from our faith, focusing on glory and 
success. We talk about God being full of glory and might. Yet, the road to discipleship is 
full of failure, suffering, and weakness. And God cannot lead us where God is not 
willing to go. Jesus teaches us that something amazing happens when we let go of 
power and control and serve others. We change, and the world changes. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Mark 27-9:8 or SPARK pg. 322 “Peter’s Faith” 
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Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if we expect Jesus to be a mighty king, rather than a helping servant 
 I wonder if I am like Peter 
 I wonder if being a disciple of Jesus can be hard 
 I wonder what it means to follow God’s plans over my own plans 
 I wonder what my plans are 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you are the Son of God. Out of love for us you died on 
the cross, showing us that being a servant was more important than being in charge. 
You show us that taking care of others and sometimes losing everything is better. Help 
us to learn from you. Amen. 
 
Activity: Place two pictures on the white board: one of Jesus on the cross and one of 
Jesus as a king on a horse. Have the kids place the following statements (cut them out in 
strips) under each picture. 

 Willing to die for his friends 
 Forgives everyone, including his enemies 
 Washes his disciples’ feet like a slave 
 Touches lepers and dirty people without fear 
 Doesn’t argue when people make fun of him 
 Ask us to help him serve others 
 Destroys his enemies 
 Expects you to beg for forgiveness 
 Only comes to those who are worthy 
 Is offended by our bad words and actions and will punish us 
 Needs us to obey without question and serve him, even if that means rejecting 

those who believe differently 
 
(To be fair, the picture of Jesus on a horse is from Revelation. Yet, this show of power is symbolic 
and comes only from his death on the cross. It is his servant sacrifice that gives him power.) 
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March 1: First Last and Last First 
 
Note: Money, wealth, and material things aren’t bad in and of themselves. But they can 
get in the way of our being generous and loving. We can get caught up in wanting more 
and more and lose sight of what we actually need. When we are focused on what we 
are getting and how much we have, we stop focusing on whether other people have 
what they need. What is “enough”?  
 
It’s also important to remember that “the kingdom of God” isn’t just where we go 
where we die. It is the reality and presence of God that we can be a part of NOW on 
earth. Jesus is suggesting that greed can impede our ability to see God’s activity around 
us in the world. We should take that seriously! 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Mark 10: 17-31 or SPARK pg. 334 “A Rich Man’s Questions” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if the rich man in this story changed his mind later 
 I wonder if I have things I don’t need that I could give away 
 I wonder if I have trouble sharing 
 I wonder if I can remember a time when sharing felt really good 
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Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you ask us all to take care of each other and not take more 
than we need. Please help us to share what we have and give away what we don’t need 
so everyone has enough. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Activity: Every kid gets a baggy with 10 pennies.  

 Have them take out the pennies.  
 Then, separate one penny to save for later. Have them imagine what kinds of 

things you would save your money for? 
 Then, separate another penny for sharing. What kinds of ways can they share 

money? Offering at church? What else? 
 The last eight pennies are for their spending. What are important things we need 

to spend money on? What are not important things? 
 
(Thrivent has blue SAVE SPEND SHARE Pigs and a lesson to go with it. You can also 
order piggy banks similar on Amazon between $8-20 a piece. If someone wants to give 
these as a gift to children, you can think about that possibility) 
 
 
 

March 8: Bartimaeus Healed  
 
Note: In Jesus’ time, there was an assumption that God played favorites. After all, God 
had the “chosen” people, and there were many laws and rituals in place in order to 
make us “righteous” before God. Jesus, however contradicts this. 
 
In the two stories of James and John asking to be first in the kingdom and then blind 
Bartimaeus insisting on an audience with Jesus, Jesus surprised his disciples by 
indicating that the least of the least still get favor with God. Maybe what we think we 
know about God needs to be updated! 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Mark 10:32-52 or SPARK pg. 338 “Bartimaeus Sees” 
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Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 
 I wonder what it would be like to be blind. 
 I wonder what I would do if I found out there was a way to see again. 
 I wonder why people wanted Bartimaeus to be quiet 
 I wonder if seeing people in need makes us uncomfortable 
 I wonder if we ever try to make people go away or be quiet who just want help 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 

 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we all have problems during our life, and we all find 
moments when we need help. Help us to bring those in need to you and not make them 
be quiet. Help us to remember that you care for all of us. Amen. 
 
Activity: For older kids: Make a list of all the ways we need help such as: 

 Sometimes we are sad and need a friend 
 Sometimes we can get really sick and need medicine or a doctor 
 Sometimes we don’t understand something in school and need help 
 Sometimes we are too small or just learning and can’t do something 
 Sometimes we don’t have money to get what we think we need 

 
Turn these into prayer petitions for kids to bring to God, knowing that God wants us to 
pray and will hear us. 
 
For preschool kids: Color the Blind Bartimaus sheet. 
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March 15: Paying Taxes 

 
Note: Kids may not understand taxes. They may not understand that in Jesus’ time the 
current ruler had new money made with their image on the coin. The taxes at this time 
were also debilitating for the people and yet speaking against them could be considered 
treason. By asking Jesus if the taxes were just they were asking him to either stand with 
the poor and commit treason, or stand with the law and discard the suffering of the 
poor. 
 
Jesus gives a brilliant answer to a question that is made to incriminate him. He turns the 
tables on the leaders by making them wonder what belongs to the Emperor, and what 
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belongs to God. If God made everything, all belongs to God. At the end of the day, all 
Caesar can expect is money. God, however, wants our entire lives. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story:  Read Mark 12:13-17 or SPARK pg. 306 “Paying Taxes” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder what God wants from us 
 I wonder if God cares about how we spend our money 
 I wonder if God cares about how we treat other people 
 I wonder what on earth doesn’t belong to God 
 I wonder what it means to be in the image of God 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you have made everything and everything belongs to 
you. You have made us in your image and we belong to you, too. Help us to remember 
that everything we do or say, even how we spend our money, should make you proud. 
Amen. 
 
Activity: Made in the Image of God: We will draw a self-portrait and write words that 
describe both ourselves and God. Write words like: creative, generous, joyful, 
thoughtful, caring, loving, helping, kind, smart, hard-worker, energetic, etc. 

 
March 22: Great Commandment 

 
Note: The most traditional understanding of this story is that when wealthy people can 
afford to give $10,000 but only give $1000, it is no credit to them. A poor woman who 
gives $10 she can barely afford is giving more than the rich ones. Thus, we are asked to 
give back to God out of generosity, not stinginess. And when we give out of duty and 
delight, rather than for attention, we have a healthy perspective of money 
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Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Mark 12:41-44 or SPARK pg. 342 “The Widow’s Offering” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder why God cares about how we spend money 
 I wonder why God cares about how much money we give away and share 
 I wonder how we can give like the widow 
 I wonder what it feels like in our hearts to give generously 
 I wonder what it feels like in our hearts to be stingy and hold on to things 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: You invite us to be generous as you are generous, to give freely and 
do so out of love and thanksgiving. Let us help you in doing good in the world. Amen. 
 
Activity: Have a big bag full of objects such as stuffed animals, toys, books, pencils, 
cups, anything that the kids in your class might find interesting. 

 Select one tiny toy from the bag and give it to one person with lots of fanfare. 
“Look, I’m so great, I am giving ____ this toy! Aren’t I kind and wonderful?” 

 Ask the rest of the kids how they felt getting nothing. Ask the child who got one 
small toy how they felt. 

 Now, split the class in two and have one group stand against the wall with their 
eyes closed. 

 The other group chooses the best gift they can find in the bag and will give it to 
someone in the other group. (Make sure everyone with their eyes closed gets 
something). 

 Now, the group can open their eyes. How did it feel to get a surprise? How did it 
feel to give something you hoped someone would enjoy? Did the person 
receiving feel cared about? (You can trade if you have time) 

 We are called to be generous and give what we can so that others can be happy 
and believe they are cared about. 
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March 29: End of the Age 
 
Note: This might make no sense to little kids at all! Jesus is predicting what will happen 
in 70 AD when the temple is destroyed by the Romans. It was a horrible, horrible time 
that had lasting effects on the Jewish and Christian faiths. Jesus is warning against the 
people who get up and claim they have an inside understanding of God and predict the 
end of the world, revealing signs in the war and violence of the world. (Sound 
familiar?) Jesus tells us not to be fooled. Crazy things will happen. We just need to trust 
God and not get absorbed in anxiety and worry about things we can’t control anyway. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Story: Read Mark 13:1-8 or SPARK pg. 346 “Be Ready” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if Jesus was ever afraid 
 I wonder if there is a good thing we can do when we are afraid 
 I wonder what it means to trust in God even when bad things are happening 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, the world can be a scary place sometimes! But you ask us 
not to worry and be fooled by things that just want to scare us. You are with us always. 
Amen. 
 
Activity: Older kids trust fall with their class, younger kids fall off a chair into teacher’s 
arms. Talk about how God will always catch us when we fall, yet it’s normal to have a 
moment of anxiety and fear before we fall backwards. 

 
 
 

April 5: Triumphal Entry  
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Note: Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem with palm branches and people shouting. 
Yet, underneath this familiar story is a layer of meaning we often miss. Laying palm 
branches and cloaks down for Jesus was very symbolic. “Hosanna” means “God Save 
Us”. In many ways, the people who were there are stating that they want Jesus to be 
their King, rather than Caesar. But they have a specific idea in mind. They want Jesus to 
be a warrior and kick the Romans out of Jerusalem. Yet, Jesus did not ride a horse, 
which would be a symbol of war and kingship. He rode a colt, or donkey, a symbol of 
humility. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Story: Read Mark 11:1-11 or SPARK pg. 454 “Palm Sunday” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if we try to make Jesus something he doesn’t want to be 
 I wonder what it means to have Jesus as our king 
 I wonder how we would welcome Jesus today in our church 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you are our king, and yet you didn’t come to sit on a 
throne, but to be on a cross. You showed us that you came to be a servant, not a ruler. 
Thank you for being such a wonderful example of God’s love. Amen. 
 
Activity: Make palm branches out of green construction paper. OR get real ones and 
practice waving them and shouting “Hosanna”. 
For the craft: you will need green construction paper of several shades, glue, scissors, 
pencils, and paint stirring sticks to attach them to. 

 Have the kids trace their hands with the pencil on several sheets of green paper. 
 Let them cut out the hands and then glue them to the stick. 
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April 12: EASTER SUNDAY!!! 

 
 

 
April 19: You Shall Be My Witnesses 

 
Note: Jesus is with his disciples for forty days before he leaves them. That was forty 
more days of teaching, explaining, and preparing them to be on their own. We don’t 
hear much about this time, but it’s amazing that Jesus felt confident that the disciples 
could now go out and do what he once did. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Story: Acts 1:1-14 or SPARK pg. 498 “The Ascension” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder how Jesus knew the disciples were ready to be on their own 
 I wonder if the disciples were scared that Jesus left 
 I wonder if we doubt ourselves sometimes, too 
 I wonder what it was like to see someone disappear into the clouds 
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Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you are always with us, even if we can’t see you. You 
have a lot of faith and trust in us, too! You know we can share your love to the world, 
no matter who we are or how old we are. Thank you! Amen. 

 
Activity: 
“You will 
be my 
witnesses 
to the 
ends of 
the 
earth”. 
Color the 
world 
map 
below. 
Bring a 
globe 
with you 
and see if 
you can 
find 

places on earth, age appropriately. If kids are younger, put a star where they live. As 
kids get older, ask them to identify the continents or countries they know in the world. 

 
 
 

April 26: Peter Heals in Jerusalem 
 
Note: Peter’s mother in law was once cured by Jesus. Now, after Pentecost, Peter has 
the power to give healing power to others in the name of Jesus. It is not Peter, but rather 
his ability to use a gift given to him, that allows for the healing. It is interesting that the 
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lame man asks for money, but Peter gives him a far better gift: the ability to walk and be 
useful again. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Story: Read Acts 3:1-10 or SPARK pg. 506 “Peter Heals” 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder how God heals us today 
 I wonder how Jesus wants us to help other people today 
 I wonder what we can do now that helps people to believe in Jesus 
 I wonder how I show Jesus’ love every day 
 I wonder how we can give people more than they ask for out of love 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
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Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you sent Jesus to heal people to show them that they were 
loved. You send the disciples to do the same. Help us to care for others in a way that 

lets them know that 
God cares about them. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
 
Activity: For kids who 
can writes, encourage 
them to write in all the 
different kinds of gifts 
we may possess that 
benefit others. 
Brainstorm together, 
write them down, or 
draw pictures and 
color them in. 
 
For non-writers, color 
in the “Let your Light 
Shine” and talk about 
how we all have 
different gifts from 
God and they are the 
light inside us. We 
need to let them shine! 

 

 
 

May 3: 
Church at Thessalonica 

 
Note: Here is a short story that exemplifies what Paul had to go through. He always 
tried to go to the Jews first at the synagogue and argue that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Because Jesus was crucified rather than enthroned, it was a tough argument. Paul had 
to prove with scripture that there was another way to be a Messiah other than to be a 
military leader. 
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Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Story: Acts 17: 1-9 or Summary below: 
 
Summary:  Paul and his friend Silas were traveling to many cities to talk about Jesus. Every 
time they went to a new city, they would go to the synagogue, which is a church for Jewish 
people. Paul would speak to the Jews about Jesus- sometimes they would argue! 
 Some people really liked what Paul had to say about Jesus. Even Greeks and women in 
charge were impressed with what Paul had to say. 
 But some of the Jewish leaders were not happy and they got some friends together to 
arrest Paul and Silas. When they couldn’t find Paul and Silas, they went to the house of a man 
named Jason, who was friends with them. 
 When they didn’t find Paul and Silas there, they grabbed Jason and took him to the police 
saying, “there are people who have come to our town that are saying crazy things and making 
trouble! This guy has had them over for dinner!” 
 “What trouble?” the police asked. 
 “They say that there is another king besides, Caesar- and his name is Jesus!” 
 The police were concerned when they heard this, because everyone knew that Caesar was 
the king and you did whatever he said. 
 So, they put Jason, Paul and Silas in jail. But their friends paid money to let them out 
and told Paul and Silas to run away to another city. So, they did. 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if I am ever wrong about somebody 
 I wonder if I ever get mad at people who think differently about Jesus than I do 
 I wonder if people ever get mad at me because of who I am friends with 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you love us just as we are and no matter what, you can 
use us to do wonderful things. Help us to be good helpers to you.  In Jesus name, 
Amen. 
 
Activity:  
Readers: Color in a Map of the Mediterranean, highlighting the cities Paul visited: 
Philippi, Thessolonica, Jerusalem, Ephesus, Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Colossae 
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Pre-Readers: Call family members or Zoom with them to remind them that “Jesus loves 
you!” They could also draw a picture of their choice and send it to grandparents or 
someone who they think could use brightening up. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

May 10: Church at Corinth  
 
Note: This story highlights the fact that Paul had other friends or colleagues who did 
ministry, too. Here is a husband and wife team—that is significant enough! The early 
church DID empower women. It’s also interesting to note that being a pastor was not a 
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fulltime job in the early church. Most pastors had a regular job to pay the bills. In this 
way, we can 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read Acts 18:1-4 or Summary Below: 
 
Summary: Paul was busy telling all kinds of people about Jesus. One day we traveled to a city 
called Corinth and met a couple named Aquila and Priscilla who believed in Jesus. They made 
tents for a living. Paul decided to stay with them. During the day they made tents, and every 
Saturday they went to the synagogue, where the Jews gathered for worship, and talked to them 
about Jesus. 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 

 I wonder if I can be like Priscilla and Aquila, helping to teach about Jesus even if 
I’m not a pastor 

 I wonder what I’ll be when I grow up 
 I wonder how I can share my faith right now 
 I wonder which adults in my life right now teach me about God and Jesus 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 

 
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you invite us to share our faith every day in so many 
ways. We don’t have to be pastors or teachers to share God’s love. We don’t even have 
to be adults. Give us courage to be strong, and love to be kind. Amen. 
 
Activity One: There are several options in the pictures, but using toothpicks, 
construction paper, or even pieces of cloth, have the kids make a tent. As they do, invite 
them to take turns telling a story about Jesus. Any story. You can prompt them by 
remind them about Christmas, Easter, healing stories, miracles, etc. Whatever work we 
do, we can still share our faith.  
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Activity Two: Play London Bridge with the new words below: Two kids clasp hands 
and hold their arms high as the teacher leads them in the words. The other kids go 
under the “bridge”. When you get to the last word the bridge falls and catches the kid 
going under. You can figure out how to take turns being the bridge with the kids. 
  
Preaching Jesus day and night, day and night, day and night, 
Preaching Jesus day and night- Paul and Silas! 
 
Preaching Jesus day and night, day and night, day and night, 
Preaching Jesus day and night-Priscilla and Aquilla! (Yes, that’s a mouthful!) 

 
May 17: Faith, Hope, and Love 

 
Note: Not every child or every family models healthy love. So often we learn slightly 
skewed version of love that are mingled with attachment, co-dependency, 
manipulation, guilt, shame, and fear. We often subconsciously believe we cannot be 
loved unless we are_______ or do________ (fill in the blank).   
 
Paul was writing to a community that brought cultural values of hierarchy, division, 
and power into worship, and it wasn’t reflecting who God is. Thus the lesson. But we, 
too, need to be reminded what real love is, because we bring in our false versions of 
love to church as well. This is a lesson good for ALL ages. 
 
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and 
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times. 
 
Timeline: Review the previous stories in order, asking the kids what they remember. 
 
Story: Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 or SPARK pg. 546 “Love is. . . “ 
 
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!) 
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 I wonder what it means that God is love 
 I wonder what it looks like to have a church that loves everyone 
 I wonder how I can love people I don’t like or get along with 
 I wonder how we show love to others through what we say 
 I wonder how we show love to others through what we do 
 I wonder how we show love to others through what we think 

 
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today? 
 
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include 
these somewhere in the prayer of the day. 
 
Prayer of the Day: God of love, everyone who knows you knows love and everyone 
who knows love knows you. Help us to be filled with love for you, ourselves, and the 
whole world. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Activity: Is it love? Read several scenarios to the kids (make up your own, too) and ask 
the kids if what is being shown is love.  
 

 Is this love? Every night at bedtime Karl’s dad cuddles him in a chair, reads him 
a story, prays with him, and kisses him goodnight. (yes) 
 

 Is this love? Keegan is best friends with Kale. They both love to sing. When 
Keegan got a solo in the spring concert at school, Kale felt jealous and stopped 
talking to Keegan. (no) 

 
 Is this love? A ten year old girl named Lilly just got really sick and had to go to 

the hospital. Her class at school made cards to send to her and planned a visit to 
cheer her up. (yes) 

 
 Is this love? When Jacob comes home from school he is very nervous. He doesn’t 

know if he will be yelled at today or not. He tries to do everything right. He 
cleans his room, he walks and feeds the dog, and he helps set the table. 
Sometimes he gets a thank you and a hug and sometimes he doesn’t. It makes 
him feel as if he isn’t good enough. (no) 

 
 Is this love? When Madi and Isabelle play together, they take turns choosing the 

game. When Madi felt Isabelle was being unfair, Isabelle listened to her and 
apologized. (yes) 

 
 Is this love? A new girl comes to school in the middle of the year. She is from 

another country. She dresses differently, she speaks differently, and she looks 
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very different. The kids don’t know what to think. So, they ask her about her 
country and why she moved here. They invite her to sit by them at the table, and 
ask her questions. They share their own stories. After a while, everyone is 
friends. (yes) 

 
 Invite kids to share stories about what they think love is. They can include pets, 

friends, grandparents, etc. You can read the list from 1 Corinthians 13 of what 
love is to see if that gets them thinking. Make up your own story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE A SAFE AND WONDERFUL SUMMER! 


