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Be the Story Sunday School Curriculum – Year C

Fall 2020
September:
13- Introduce Timeline: Genesis 2:4b-7,15-17,3:1-8 “Creation and the Fall”
20- Genesis 15:1-6 “God’s Promise to Abraham”
27- Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 “God Works through Joseph”
October:
4- Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 “The Promise of Passover”
11- Exodus 32:1-14 “Golden Calf”
18- 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 “God Answers Hannah”
25- 2 Samuel 7:1-17 “God’s Promise to David”
November:
1-1Kings 17:1-16 “God’s Care for the Widow”
8-Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 “Jonah and God’s Mercy”
15- Isaiah 6:1-8 “God Calls Isaiah”
22- Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34 “God Promises a New Covenant”
29- Daniel 6:6-27 “Daniel’s Hope in God”
December:
6- Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 “God’s Promised Spirit”
13- Isaiah 61:1-11 “Spirit of the Lord upon Me”
20- Luke 1:26-45 “Jesus’ Birth Announced”
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Introduction to this Curriculum
Welcome! Whether you are a Sunday school teacher or parent teaching your child at home,
thank you for taking an active role in teaching the Christian faith to our young people.
This curriculum is a bit different from others. First, the focus is on letting the kids slowly become
a part of the story through imagination and curiosity. Because we want kids to engage on a
deeper level, we try to stay away from telling the child what the story “means”. While activities
will support a version of interpretation, there are a myriad of meanings to every story in the
Bible. That is why we “wonder” together and invite the kids to decide what the story means for
them on that particular day. This may take time to develop!
In fact, you may yourself have a bit of Bible baggage. You might have been taught there is only
one way to see the Bible and any other way is wrong or dangerous. It might feel liberating or
scary for you to let the story run loose! I invite you into that discomfort. I also created notes just
for you to give you a bit of guidance, but they (again) are not the only word on the story!
Second, the practices surrounding the story, such as Centering Breath, the Timeline, and
Wondering, may feel tedious, but they are deeply important. We aren’t just teaching children
head knowledge about the Bible, we are inviting them into a living faith and spirituality. We are
only now re-discovering practices of deep breathing and meditation to calm and center
ourselves in the presence of God. As one teacher says, they “breathe in God” together.
So, kids might giggle during Centering Breath. They might not have good answers to questions.
But keep going and model Biblical and theological (ideas about God) imagination, and the kids
will surprise you.
Finally, having a physical Timeline posted allows children to see that these stories are presented
with a logical order. There are family histories and lineages we can trace, it isn’t just random
people encountering God at random times. Many classes put up a parchment paper on the wall
and tape pictures or write words to describe the theme of the day. Whatever triggers kids’
memories works.
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September 13: Creation and the Fall
Note: A word of caution: there is a horrible history in Christianity of blaming Eve for the downfall
of humanity, thus allowing for sexist and misogynistic actions toward women. We cannot forget
that Adam was completely present for Eve’s conversation with the serpent, and when asked by
God, he takes no responsibility for his actions. There are many interpretations of this story, so
there isn’t one right answer. First, the serpent, according to Hebrew Scripture, isn’t anything
more than a naughty snake. Second, this story is simply meant to explain why life is so hard and
why we feel so separated from God. Third, we all “fall”. We go from an innocent childhood to
understanding evil, suffering, and labor. Knowledge is not our enemy, but rather it adds color and
grey to an otherwise black and white perspective. Maybe God expected this to happen and it’s all
part of our maturation process. At any rate, it is the theology of this curriculum not to feed kids
the “party line” of any Bible story, but to let them wonder and discover for themselves.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. (It may be a total failure this first time. This is a
growing into practice).
Introduce the Timeline: Show the butcher paper and how we will add our pictures every week in
order to remember the story together.
Read the Story: Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 or SPARK pg. 8-19 “Adam and Eve” and “The First
Sin”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder why God didn’t want Adam and Eve to eat from the tree
 I wonder why the serpent wanted Adam and Eve to eat from the tree
 I wonder if the serpent understood what would happen
 I wonder how I am like Adam or Eve
 I wonder what this story means for me today
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you want to be so close to us, as if we were walking hand in hand in
a beautiful garden. Even though we can’t see you, you are with us always and you love us. Amen.
Activity: For Writers: Draw or make a tree with paper fruit out of construction paper. On the fruit
write all the good and bad things we know about; space, animals, science, music, suffering, bad
people, bullying, etc. Talk about how life is full of good and bad things, but God is there to help
us through it.
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For non-writers: Take a piece of paper and divide it in half with a line. On one side at the top
draw a happy face, and on the other a sad face. Encourage kids to draw a picture of something
they love and something they are sad about. Explain that life has both happy and sad, but God is
there with us through it all.
Timeline: Place one of the pictures on the Timeline.

September 20: God’s Promise to Abraham
Note: The story of the Jewish people really begins here, with the promise God made to Abram
(before his name change). Abraham is the father of all Jews, Muslims, and Christians, because it is
from him that the three faiths stem. God wanted Abraham’s family to be a light to the world
through their relationship and faithfulness toward each other. And it all started with a miracle:
God promised the impossible- a child from a barren couple.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids remind you of the stories. Make
connections from one story to the next as you can.
Read the Story: Genesis 15:1-6 or SPARK story pg. 30 “God’s Promises to Abram”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if Abraham had a hard time believing God was telling the truth
 I wonder if God has made a covenant with me
 I wonder what God has promised to me
 I wonder if I could believe such a promise
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you promise to love us and never let us go, no matter what we do
or what anyone does to us. Help us to remember that even if we can’t see you or feel you, you
are there. Amen.
Activity: Make a family tree. Timeline: Add a picture to the timeline.
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September 27: God Works through Joseph
Note: Joseph is a complicated story of a lot of bad decisions made by many people. Joseph is not
perfect: he starts out very arrogant and ends up being greatly humbled. But in the end, he uses
his position of power to help others and to forgive his brothers. Joseph believes that God turned a
horrible situation into something positive for everyone.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Read the Story: Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34: 50:15-21 or SPARK “Joseph and his Brothers” pg.
48, and “Joseph Helps his family” pg. 60
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder why Joseph bragged about his dreams to his brothers
 I wonder how the brothers felt knowing their father loved Joseph the best
 I wonder how Joseph felt being sold into slavery
 I wonder what Jacob felt when he thought Joseph had died
 I wonder how Joseph felt seeing his brothers again after so many years
 I wonder if I could forgive someone who hurt or betrayed me
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, when bad things happen to us, you are sad. But you can also take
bad things and make them good. Help us to have the courage and patience to find you in our
lives. Amen.
Activity: Forgiveness activity. REMEMBER: Forgiveness isn’t saying something is okay, it’s letting
go of the pain in your heart and giving it to God.
 Prepare several objects: a sharp object like a rock, a heavy object like a jug of water, and
a cold object like an ice cube or frozen peas in a bag.
 One at a time, have a kid pick up an object and hold it tight. Tell them they can give it to
you anytime they want when they are no longer comfortable with it.
 Let the kids each try, choosing an object they are comfortable exploring this concept
with.
 Tell the kids that when we are hurt and angry, that is okay, but holding onto our hurt and
anger for a long time only hurts us. We can give that to God. That is forgiveness.
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline.

October 4: The Promise of Passover
Note: Passover is the oldest consistent religious tradition on the planet. It commemorates the
Israelites freedom from slavery in Egypt. Jesus celebrated the Passover and today many Jews
gather for Seder meals in the spring. We are going to explore a miniature Seder Meal for children
together.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Read the Story: Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 OR the summary below.
Summary: A long time ago, when the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, God called Moses to go to
the king, Pharaoh, and ask him to set the people free. Moses did that, but Pharaoh wasn’t
listening to him. Nine events, called plagues, happened that caused a lot of trouble in the land.
But Pharaoh didn’t seem to care.
But the time came when God had a plan that would surely change everything. So, God
told Moses and his brother Aaron that they would have a special meal and celebration called
“The Passover”. God gave them all the instructions they needed; they would take a lamb, green
herbs, and make flat bread and eat it at night together as a family. That would be their last meal
in Egypt.
So, Moses told the people about this plan, and they got everything ready. Sure enough,
that night, all the Israelites ate the special Passover meal. Moses told everyone to remember
that this was a very special day. It would be the beginning of their new life of freedom in a new
land. Every single year, they would celebrate this Passover meal to remember what God had
done for them.
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what lamb tastes like
 I wonder who needs freedom now
 I wonder who is like the Pharaoh right now
 I wonder if there are Moses-like people in the world right now
 I wonder if I have ever felt like I need freedom
 I wonder how God is setting people free now
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I wonder how God sets me free in my heart and in my life

Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Blessed are you, O God, Creator of the Universe, for you have given us bread
to eat and juice to drink to remember your freedom. Amen.
Activity: Mini-Seder Meal! Ingredients:
 Matzah bread or any kind of flat bread like pita bread, or even saltines.
 Juice.
 Carrots.
 Salt water.
 Applesauce.
For the Meal: You can give everyone a napkin and cup of juice and have the items in bowls
served family style. Name what each item represents before you hand it out, or have kids read
the following. Items are passed out one at a time.
 Matzah Bread: There was no time for bread to rise the night of Passover, so the
bread they ate was flat.
 Juice: This represents wine, which symbolizes freedom.
 Carrots in salt water: the vegetable dipped in salt water symbolizes the tears of
the people in slavery.
 Applesauce: this is the mortar the Israelites had to mix for the bricks when they
were slaves.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline.

October 11: The Golden Calf
Note: The god Ba’al was a tempting god to worship. In the shape of a bull, he granted rain for a
fertile land and harvest. God made no such promises. God wanted a relationship, not a
transaction. When Moses was gone too long, the people wanted instant gratification from a
more famous god. This story isn’t in SPARK, so tell the version offered, or read from another
Children’s Bible book.

8

Be the Story Sunday School Curriculum – Year C

Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. Build up the breaths if you want to ten.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Story: Exodus 32:1-14 OR Tell the story as follows:
Younger Kids Version: After Moses led the people out of Egypt, he took them to the Mount of
the Lord. Moses climbed up the mountain and told them, “wait for me! I’ll be back”. Days and
days passed and still Moses didn’t return. Soon the Israelites were tired of waiting and went to
see Moses’ brother, Aaron.
“We don’t know what has happened to Moses, and we don’t know his god. Why don’t
you make us a god we can actually see!” Aaron told the people to give him all their golden
jewelry. He melted it down and formed it into a statue of a calf.
Then Aaron said, “this is your god who brought you out of Egypt!” The people were
happy and the next day they had a huge party for their god.
But Moses and God had been talking on the mountain. God told Moses to hurry back to
his people because they were making a big mistake. In fact, God was so mad, God wanted to
punish them. But Moses talked God out of it.
Sample “I wonder” statements:
 I wonder if I ever get mad that God doesn’t do what I want
 I wonder if it’s easier to worship other gods than God
 I wonder what other gods are around today
 I wonder if we like easy answers and quick results better than a long and slow
relationship with God
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Loving God, you are always with us, even if we can’t see you. Help us to be
patient and wait for your loving action in our life. Amen.
Activity: Get some play-doh.
 Have the kids make the shape of a snake, a dog, a cat, a horse, etc.
 Talk about how God made all these animals, and we are creating these now from our
hands. But they can’t do anything.
 God is a spirit and we can’t see God. God isn’t a man or woman. It’s hard for us to
understand. But God made us, we did not make God.
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Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline.

October 18: God Answers Hannah
Note: In much of the Bible, if women couldn’t have a child, they were considered cursed by God.
The Israelites believed God was in charge of everything, good or bad, so Hannah had a very hard
time being childless. In response to having a baby, Hannah dedicates him to God. It’s a bittersweet story. While we don’t agree with this perspective toward women today, we do know that
God hears our prayers.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. Build up the breaths if you want to ten.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Story: 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 or SPARK pg. 118 “Hannah prays for a Child”
Sample “I wonder” statements:
 I wonder why everyone was so mean to Hannah
 I wonder how Hannah felt when people were teasing her
 I wonder how Hannah felt giving Samuel up when he was still little
 I wonder what Samuel thought going to live with Eli when he was still little
 I wonder how God answers my prayers
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Loving God, you hear our prayers always and you know what we need. We
cannot always see how you answer our prayers, but you are always with us. Amen.
Activity: Draw a line down the middle of the white board or a piece of paper at home.
10

Be the Story Sunday School Curriculum – Year C







On one side, ask kids to say the things they wish for themselves, other, and the world.
You can write words or draw pictures. Prompt them with things like “no more bullying”,
“food for everyone”, “everyone to have a friend”. They can have fun and less serious
things as well.
On the other side, ask kids to name all the helpers in their life: mom, dad, grandparents,
friends, teachers, doctors, nurses, police officers.
Talk about how God will often answer our prayers by sending helpers to us.
Can they be on the side of the helper??? Can God use them?

Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline

October 25: God’s Promise to David
Note: This is a great story to remember that God sees into the heart, even in young people, and
can choose them for great things. King David was the most famous king in the Old Testament.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times. Build up the breaths if you want to ten.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Story: 2 Samuel 7:1-17 or SPARK pg. 126 “David is Chosen”
Sample “I wonder” statements:
 I wonder why Jesse didn’t think Samuel was interested in David
 I wonder what it felt like for David, the youngest, to be chosen
 I wonder what it felt like for the brothers to see their youngest brother chosen
 I wonder what Samuel was thinking in all of this
 I wonder if God has plans for me and you, no matter how big we are
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you see into our hearts. You see all that we can become. Help us to
have courage like David and faithfulness like Samuel. Amen.
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Activity: For the younger kids, you can play a version of Duck-Duck-Goose. The kids get in a circle
and the person standing is “Samuel”. Gently touching their head, “Samuel” can say, “child, child,
child, David!”.
For older kids who might not want to play that, you can have them divide a piece of paper down
the middle with a line. On one side they can write all the qualities and talents they admire in
others. This can be coaches, teachers, older family members, siblings, etc. On the other side
have them write qualities they see in themselves. (Try to keep it positive, but don’t refuse if they
put a few negative things. They are being honest). Now, when they have finished have them
circle their side of the paper and write “GOD CHOSE ME!!!!!!”
FOR BOTH: You can talk about how we don’t have to be perfect or even a grown-up to be useful
for God’s plans. God wants us. Just as we are.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline.

November 1: God’s Care for the Widow
Note: Elijah is one of the most important people in the Old Testament to the Jewish faith. In this
story he goes to a non-Jew and helps her in the midst of famine. This story is almost like a
foretaste of the feeding of the 5000 by Jesus. Both take very little amounts of food and a miracle
occurs.
Activity: YES, we are starting here! We will make the Widow’s Bread and share it at the end of
the lesson. Have the kids wash their hands and work together.
Ingredients: 1 cup whole wheat flour
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1/2 cup of water
Combine the ingredients, then put dough onto a floured surface. Knead for five minutes then roll
out until about 1/8 inch thick. On either parchment paper or a greased cookie sheet, bake at
preheated 350 degrees for 20 minutes. Proceed to the rest of the lesson.
Timeline: Talk through the timeline so far, having the kids tell the stories. Make connections
from one story to the next as you can.
Story: 1 Kings 17:8-16 or SPARK pg. 140 “Elijah and the Widow”
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Sample “I wonder” Statement:
 I wonder how Elijah knew what would happen
 I wonder what the widow felt like when the miracle had occurred
 I wonder if miracles happen like that today
 I wonder how we can be like Elijah
 I wonder how we are like the widow
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you know when we are hungry or sad or hurt. You send people to take
care of us, and sometimes you send us to take care of others. Thank you for loving us all. Amen.
Eat the bread! You can purchase gluten-free bread for those who cannot eat this.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the timeline

November 8: Jonah and God’s Mercy
Note: The story of Jonah is not about a fish or a whale. It is about Jonah being confronted with
God’s mercy for his ENEMIES. If God is the God of the Israelites, why is Jonah called to preach
repentance to his ENEMIES? Jonah doesn’t want the mission because he knows that God will
forgive the Ninevites and he’d rather see them destroyed.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10; 4:1-11 OR SPARK “Jonah and the Big Fish” pg. 190
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder why Jonah ran away
 I wonder what it was like for him to talk to his enemies
 I wonder why Jonah was so mad God was a forgiving God
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I wonder if sometimes I have a hard time understanding God’s forgiveness

Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you love everyone. You love is so high we cannot see, so wide we
cannot measure it, so big we cannot understand it. Help us to love like you, even just by being
kind to those who are not kind to us. Amen.
Activity: Divide the kids up using an arbitrary system such as hair color or clothing color. Separate
them in the room. Ask the kids some of the following questions:
“What if I told one of the groups they were better than the other?”
“What if I allowed that group to be mean to everyone else?”
“How would everyone feel?”
“Have you ever felt left out or unwanted for reasons you didn’t understand?”
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.

November 15: God Calls Isaiah
Note: Isaiah is one of the most beloved prophets of the Old Testament, called to speak to the
people right before they were invaded, but also afterwards. Before all the trouble hits, he speaks
a hard word of warning- and nobody listens! Afterwards he speaks “comfort, comfort” to the
people.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five or more times.
Timeline: Have the kids retell the stories of the timeline from the beginning to today. Help to fill
in the gaps if you need to, focusing on the larger Narrative.
Story: Isaiah 6:1-8 or SPARK pg. 166 “Isaiah’s Call”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what it was like to have a vision like that
 I wonder if people still have visions today
 I wonder if I am called to do something for God even if I don’t have a big vision like that
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I wonder what heaven is like

Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you are so much more than we can ever imagine. Yet somehow you
still care for us all very much. You want us, everyone here, to be a voice of hope and love in this
world. Amen.
Activity: First, readers and writers will create scrolls. Get some thick paper, textured if possible,
and have the kids each choose a message to write down as clearly as possible.
“You are loved no matter what!”
“Stay away from things that can hurt you”
“You are never alone, I am with you”
“Take care of the people around you”
“Listen well to the adults and helpers around you that care for you”
“Have courage to do what is right”
“Being a loving person is harder than being a mean person”
We will play a game. You need a throne, angel wings if you got ‘em, and the scrolls. Place the
scrolls in a bucket. For each round people play a different character. One is God, two are angels,
one is Isaiah, and the rest are the people.
1. Isaiah approaches the throne and kneels or bows.
2. The angels dance and sing ‘Holy Holy Holy”
3. God chooses a scroll and gives it to an angel and gives it to Isaiah.
4. Isaiah opens it and reads it to the people
5. Change rolls
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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November 22: God Promises a New Covenant
Note: Jeremiah had the difficult task of speaking when no one wanted to listen. He was in many
respects a failed prophet. He himself was carried away by the Babylonians in exile along with
many others. But his words of warning and hope are still important to us today.
For older kids reading the Bible: A covenant is an agreement, a relationship. Both people need to
honor it. God is hoping for a time when the relationship is in people’s hearts rather than
something they need rules to understand. For the younger kids reading Spark: This is a summary
of Jeremiah’s ministry.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five or more times.
Story: Jeremiah 31:31-34 or SPARK pg. 178 “A Good Ruler”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if God ever got frustrated with the people
 I wonder how Jeremiah felt talking to the people on behalf of God
 I wonder what hopeful words God might have for us today
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you love us and wish we would love you back just as much. You want
our whole hearts to love you and trust you every day. We thank you for caring so much for us.
Amen.
Activity: If kids are not writers yet, they can decorate this heart as maybe God would. If they are
writers, they can fill it with words such as: faith, love, hope, patience, gentleness, kindness,
mercy, courage.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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November 29: Daniel’s Hope in God
Note: The story of Daniel takes place in the exile period we sing about in “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel”. The Jewish people are scattered and away from home. But Daniel rises in favor with
the local king and has interesting adventures along the way.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
ADDED RITUAL: For Advent we will light an Advent Wreath. We are waiting for Jesus to be born.
Today we light the first candle. You can sing the following song:
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
And ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.”
Story: Daniel 6:6-27 or SPARK pg. 184 “Daniel and the Lions”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what it would be like not to be allowed to go to church
 I wonder what it would be like to be tricked and betrayed by others
 I wonder how Daniel felt in the lion’s den
 I wonder how the king felt when he saw Daniel was safe
 I wonder how hard it is to trust God is with you when you are afraid
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: O God, you are with us all the time, even when we are afraid. Give us the
courage to stand up for what is right, even when we are scared. Amen.
Activity: Make a lion’s mask. You will need: paper plates, orange string, yellow and white paint.
1. Paint the plate yellow and paint a nose and mouth in black
2. Glue on strips of orange string (or something else for a mane)
3. Cut out eyes and glue them on as ears
4. You can either put this on a stick or use string to make it a face mask.
5. If you have time, play a game with it.
Game: (If you have time) Let the kids pretend to be lions roaring and crawling around. Choose
one person to be Daniel, another the angel, another King Darius. Darius throws Daniel to the
18
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lions. The lions approach but the angel runs in and taps each lion gently on the head. When they
do so, the lion must lie down and “purr” or otherwise be gentle. Take turns.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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December 6: Joel: God’s Promised Spirit
Note: Joel is hinting at a time in which people will feel the Holy Spirit so strongly, they will have
visions and dreams and be alive in God. The disciple Peter quotes this verse at Pentecost. This is a
story of promise, of what God will do and hopes to do.
SPARK does not have this story, as it isn’t a story. Instead, we get ready for Christmas with a
classic story of promise from Micah.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and quietly, slowly
let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
ADDED RITUAL: For Advent we will light an Advent Wreath. We are waiting for Jesus to be born.
Today we light the first two candles. You can sing the following song:
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
And ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.”
Story: Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 or SPARK pg. 194 “A Ruler from Bethlehem”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder what it feels like to have God’s Spirit inside of me
 I wonder what other promises God has given us
 I wonder what it is like to be sad and then hear good news
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you never forget us. When we are sad, you send friends and family
to give us good news, hugs, and love. Help us to remember you are always with us, in good or
bad times. Amen.
Activity: Ask the kids to either write down or draw a vision of a perfect future. For little kids, you
might narrow this to drawing a happy picture where everyone is getting along. It could be of
family, the church, the world, etc. What would that look like?
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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December 13: Spirit of the Lord Upon Me
Activity: (Yes, we start here!) Find blocks of some sort or size. Before class, build a little city (or
spend time building it together). When the kids arrive, show them their city. Ask them to imagine
where they live, where their friends live. Which is the church? Which is the school? Then, tell the
kids that something bad has happened to the city and knock it over. Explain that this is what
happened in the Bible to the Israelites. In this waiting time, they were very sad.
ADDED RITUAL: For Advent we will light an Advent Wreath. We are waiting for Jesus to be born.
Today we light the first three candles. You can sing the following song:
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
And ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.”
Story: Isaiah 61:1-11 (No Spark Story. See alternative telling below.)
Alternative Telling: One of the prophets named Isaiah was speaking to the people of Israel. They
were all very sad and thought God had forgotten them. But Isaiah told them that it was his job to
help them. He said:
“The Spirit of God is with me, because God has chosen me.
God has sent me to bring good happy news to forgotten people,
To help the people who are sad in their hearts,
To give freedom to people who are stuck and trapped,
To say this is the year when God is fixing everything.
We will fix the broken houses and build the old cities.
Strangers and visitors will come back to Jerusalem and say how nice it is.
You will have food and money and nice things once more.
For God loves it when a wrong is made right.
God will not leave any of you, and your children and grandchildren will be known by
everyone around them for having a good life and a good God.
I praise God with all my heart because God has given me good things!”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder how it felt to hear Isaiah say those things to them
 I wonder what God is trying to tell us today
Who are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
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Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we thank you that you want good things for us. You want us to be
safe, healthy, and happy. Give us the faith to see that you are working all around us to help us.
Amen.
Activity: Rebuild the city together. They can build it differently, each kid can be in charge of their
“house”. Tell the kids that God helped the Israelites to rebuild Jerusalem and that made
everyone very happy.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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December 20: Jesus’ Birth Announced
Note: Please be creative today! If you have Sunday school at all, this is a great time to re-enforce
this beautiful and meaningful season. Deviate as much as you want from the lesson if you have a
lovely Christmas ritual you want to engage the children with.
ADDED RITUAL: For Advent we will light an Advent Wreath. We are waiting for Jesus to be born.
Today we light ALL the candles. You can sing the following song:
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
And ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.”
Story: Luke 1:26-49 or SPARK pg. 196 “Angels Visit”
Sample “I wonder” Statements:
 I wonder if Jesus cried a lot as a baby
 I wonder if the shepherds really understood who Jesus was
 I wonder if Mary and Joseph understood who Jesus would become
 I wonder if the animals licked baby Jesus and he sneezed
 I wonder what I was like as a baby
 I wonder if God was nervous or excited about Jesus being born
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include these
somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, thank you for giving us Jesus! Thank you for being born as a baby
and living life as a person. You know everything about us, all our feelings, our thoughts, our good
times and bad times. Helps us to remember that you are with us always. Amen.
Activity: Act out the Christmas story!
 Option One: Bring a nativity set from home and pass out the characters to the kids. Retell the story and set the scene together.
 Option Two: Act out the story with costumes (even just halos and head coverings). Re-tell
the story and let the kids act it out.
Add a picture/symbol/word to the Timeline.
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See you Next Year!
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