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Fall 2019
September
8- Introduce Timeline- Genesis 2:4b-25 Garden of Eden
15- Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 Isaac born to Sarah
22- Genesis 32:9-30 Jacob Wrestles God
29- Exodus 1:8-14, 3:1-15 Moses and God’s Name
October
6- Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-9 Hear O Israel
13- Ruth 1:1-17 Ruth
20- 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5 David Anointed King
27- (Reformation Sunday) 1 Kings 12:1-17, 25-29 Kingdom Divided
November
3- 1 Kings 18:20-39 Elijah at Mount Carmel
10- Hosea 11:1-9 Hosea
17- Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 Isaiah’s Vineyard Song
24- 2 Kings 22:1-10; 23:1-3 Josiah’s Reform
December
1- Jeremiah 33:14-18 Promise of the Messiah
8- Isaiah 40:1-11 Isaiah of the Exile
15- Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13 Rebuilding the Temple
22- Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 Zechariah’s Song
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September 8: The Garden of Eden
Note: God creates Adam (Dust-man) who finds he is lonely. God makes animals to try
to make Adam happy, but they are not his intellectual or spiritual equal. Then God
makes woman (out-of-man). Adam sees her as a helper, a partner, and equal and she is
named Eve (life). God asks the people to care for the animals.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Introduce the timeline to the children, reminding them that each week they
will add to the timeline so see the story of God in the Bible unfold. This fall will be a
journey through the Old Testament.
Story: Genesis 2:4b-25 or SPARK story pg. 8 “Adam and Eve”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what it feels like to be all alone in the world.
 I wonder what it would feel like for Adam to suddenly have a friend.
 I wonder what your favorite animal is.
 I wonder what it means that God asked people to take care of the earth.
 I wonder what I means that God asked people to take care of animals.
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, thank you for giving us friends and family to love and to
love us. Help us to be good friends and helpers to those around us. Amen.
Activity/Project One: It is the first day of Sunday school. Take time to get to know each
other. Have the kids choose a favorite animal template to work on. (Bird, dolphin, dog,
cat, giraffe). Or they can create their own! Cut them out and decorate the room or your
timeline with these pictures.
Activity for Older Children: Ask kids what things they do to take care of the earth and
animals? What things do humans do that hurt animals? Watch any of the videos below about
wildlife organizations and talk together about what they noticed and felt.
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https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/together_possible
https://www.janegoodall.org/our-story/
https://www.paws.org/about/paws/

September 16: Abraham and Sarah’s
Visitors
Note: 25 years pass between the first time God tells Abram he will have a son to the
birth of Isaac. When Abraham welcomes the three strangers he is showing great
hospitality in a day in age where strangers were both potentially dangerous. Because of
it he receives a blessing, a renewal of the promise.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Go through last week’s story together using the picture on the timeline.
Story: Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 or SPARK story: pg. 34 “Abraham and Sarah’s Visitors”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder why God changed Abram and Sarai’s names.
 I wonder why God waited so long to keep the promise.
 I wonder who those three messengers were.
 I wonder why Abraham was so kind to three strangers he didn’t know.
 I wonder if when we are helping others, we are actually helping messengers
from God without knowing it.
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you never forget us. Your promise to never let us go no
matter what happens. Help us to remember your love for us. Amen.
Activity: What does your name mean? Teachers can look their student’s names up
ahead of time or google it in the classroom. Have the kids write down their name and
definition on a piece of paper and then draw a picture of themselves or the definitionwhatever works!
Child’s Name:__________________________
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Meaning:______________________________

September 22: Jacob Wrestles
Note: Jacob has spent most of his life cheating and being cheated. Now, his brother
Esau is coming to meet him with an army. Jacob is terrified. He spends the night
wrestling with an angel, and in the process, is renamed “Israel”, which means “strives
with God”.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Genesis 32:22-30 or SPARK story: pg. 46 “Jacob Wrestles”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder if we ever play with or meet God and don’t know it
 I wonder why God wrestled all night with Jacob
 I wonder how God comes to help us today
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you come to us when we are in trouble, even if it is in
ways we aren’t expecting. Open our eyes to see you love and help in our friends,
parents, teachers, pastors, pets, books, and dreams. Amen.
Activity: Choose any of the following:
 Have kids pair up for an arm-wrestling tournament. One person is Jacob and
tells the other what they want to be blessed with.
o Talk about what is an appropriate blessing: lots of candy or a big toy for
yourself isn’t what God wants to give.
o Read or summarize the story and have the kids arm wrestle each other.
o Afterwards, have the “Angel” bless the person. Then switch!
o They can even take turns drawing on the board what they want to be
blessed with and have other kids guess what it is.
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Have the kids line up and one at a time they arm wrestle the teacher who lets the
kids win every time. After each match, the teacher blesses the kid.
o Blessing: (Place hands on head or cross on forehead)
“God watch over you all day and all night. Amen.”
“The Lord bless you and keep you and give you peace. Amen.”

September 29: The Name of God
Note: Moses encounters God, making that place a holy place. Holy places can be
anywhere and taking our shoes off to connect to that place is a beautiful practice, a way
to connect with the sacred physical space. God also refused to be boxed in my giving a
“name” that is more a verb than a noun.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Exodus 3:1-10 or SPARK story: pg. 72 “The Burning Bush”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder if God has a special purpose for each of us
 I wonder if we ever feel afraid to do the right thing
 I wonder what it looked like to have a bush on fire but not burning up
 I wonder if we have ever been on holy ground
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: God, wherever you are is a holy place. My heart is a holy place, and
this whole world can be holy. You also have things you want us to do. Help us to listen
to you and do your good work. Amen.
Activity/Project One: Activity:
 Have each kid cut out flames of yellow, orange and red and glue them on a bush
on the timeline. (For this you can draw a bush or use brown construction paper to
create a stem and branches)
 Have them name all the places they can think of that might by holy ground.
(Sanctuary, gardens, hospitals, cemeteries, their own backyard or bedroom, a beautiful
place in nature)
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If you want, they can write these sacred spaces on the flames before they put
them on the bush.
Then, have them take their shoes off and imagine they are soaking up God’s
presence through their feet. You can also look up optical illusion pictures
Jesus says that we are BLESSED when we can see God in our life.

October 6: Hear, O Israel
Note: “Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord alone”. This is called the Great
Shema (Shema means “hear” in Hebrew) and may be considered a Jewish creed. Belief
in God is trust in God and that is something adults show to kids. We demonstrate what
we trust in our words and deeds day after day, week after week, teaching kids what we
actually believe in.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-9 or SPARK story: pg. 100 “A Message from God”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder how I could think about God everyday
 I wonder how I could talk about God everyday
 I wonder what the most important thing about God is to remember and teach
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: God, you are the best present in the world, although we don’t
always realize it. Sometimes we forget you! Help us to talk to you every day and trust
in you so that our hearts are filled with your love and peace. Amen.
Prayer of the Day: (You can save this Jewish blessing for the end when you put up your
classroom mezuzah. Make copies for your kids)
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Activity: Make a Mezzuzah! This is what Jewish
families have on their doorposts to remind them to
talk about God. Inside are the Hebrew words from
the Bible we just read. Outside is the Hebrew letter
“Shin” which is their “Sh” in the word “Shema”,
which means “Hear” for “Hear, O Israel”.
What you Need:
Craft (aka popsicle) stick
Tissue paper (more than one color) cut into 10-15 one-inch squares
White glue in a small bowl or jar lid
Small paintbrush
Make the letter shin, which looks like a W with a dot to one side.
Optional decorations: adhesive gems, beads, ribbon, etc.
Masking tape to mount to doorframe
Little sheets of paper to make your scroll.
Instructions:
1. Tape the stick to the back of the matchbox lengthwise. Don’t tape the box shut.
2. Brush thin layer of glue on matchbox—including over the tape.
3. Press individual layers of the tissue squares on box (except the open ends). Keep
brushing starch and pressing layers until it looks gorgeous!
4. Add the letter shin (see above) to the front. You may use a sticker or glitter glue while
damp, but wait until dry to use rubber stamp or pen.
5. Create the scroll by taking a small piece of paper. Kids can either color in the
“Shema” or try to make the three Hebrew letters themselves.
6. Insert scroll and take home to mount to their bedroom or front door. PLEASE
MOUNT ONE IN THE CLASSROOM.
7. Say the blessing together after you mount your Mezuzah.
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October 13: Ruth
Note: Ruth is a short and lovely book about the faith of a non-Jew. It is important to
remember that the Bible often lifts up those outside the faith as examples of fidelity,
compassion, and faithfulness. She happens to be the great-grandmother of King David.
You might need to explain to the older kids what “gleaning” is. It was a Jewish
commandment to leave part of your harvest in the field for poor people to come and
take what they needed. They “gleaned” the remains. It was a way to care for the poor.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Ruth 2:1-13 or SPARK story pg. 114 “Ruth and Boaz”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what it felt like for Ruth to have to take the leftovers from someone
else’s field
 I wonder what it would be like if we all gave our left overs to someone who was
hungry
 I wonder if it feels better to share than to keep everything for ourselves
 I wonder what God wants us to do
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
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Prayer of the Day: O God, there is plenty of food in this world, and yet some people go
hungry. Help us to find ways to share what we have to every child can have enough
food to eat. Amen.
Activity: Every child gets a “God’s Global Barnyard” Coloring Book. (You can order
these at https://community.elca.org/GoodGifts-Resources)
 They can color whatever picture they want and take the book home.
 Notice together what the animals cost and read together out loud why each
animal is important.
Older Kids: Watch any of the videos below:

https://www.elca.org/globalfarmchallenge
https://www.voacolorado.org/videos/meals-on-wheels





What are reasons people may go hungry around the world?
What are reasons people go hungry here in the United States?
How do people help?

October 20: King David
Note: King Saul was the first king of Israel, but he didn’t seem to understand his role.
God wants a different person, and chooses David. David has an intimate relationship
with God all through his life. We see how he brings the ark of the covenant (which
houses the Ten Commandments) out for a sort of parade, with music and dancing.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5 or SPARK pg. 126 “David is Chosen”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what it would feel like to be made a king or queen
 I wonder what God expects a good king or queen to be like and to do
 I wonder what God might expect of each of us, even if we aren’t kings or queens
 I wonder who or what we have the power to hurt or help
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
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Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: God, thank you for good leaders and bless our pastors, our teachers,
our president, and all our leaders. Help them to be honest, kind, and wise in the
decisions they make. Amen.
Activity/Project One: We are “anointed” in our baptism. A sign of the cross is place on
our forehead either with oil or water.
 Teachers “anoint” one student at a time with oil saying, “You are a child of God,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”
 Let kids practice on each other (or on dolls), giving them the sign of the cross
with water or oil as teachers see fit.
Activity Two: Go into the Sanctuary. Where is the baptismal font? Where is the altar?
Where is the wine and bread? Where are the Bibles? Where is the Bible read from? What
other symbols and things can they see that make the Sanctuary a place for God?

October 27: Kingdom Divided
Note: King David’s son, Solomon, was a beloved and wise king- except that he used
slave labor to build the temple. When Solomon dies, his son Rehoboam makes the fatal
mistake of trying to appear tough and strong by promising even harder labor. The
people revolt and the kingdom of Israel splits into two. Just in time, Jeroboam appears
to take leadership in the civil war.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: 1 Kings 12:1-17, 25-29 or Summary Below
Summary: After king Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king! How exciting! But how
should someone be a good king?
One man, name Jeroboam, came to the new king. “Hello, king! I have a question for you!
Your father made the people work very hard building things. They didn’t like it. Will you make
things easier for the people?”
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Rehoboam didn’t know what to do, so first he gathered all the old men who had helped his
father and asked them for advice.
They said, “You should probably be nice to the people. Then they will love you forever.”
King Rehoboam then gathered his young friends and asked them, “what do you think I
should do?”
But they said, “oh, you have to show you are strong and mighty! Tell the people you will
work them harder than ever! Show them you are the boss.”
King Rehoboam decided to listen to his young friends. So he gathered all the people
together and shouted, “my father worked you hard, but you haven’t seen anything yet! I will
work you even harder!”
The people were furious. They said, “we don’t need a king like this! This is nuts!”
When he heard this, the man Jeroboam saw his chance! He went to the angry people and
said, “if you don’t want King Rehoboam and his mean god, you can have me!”
And the people got very excited!
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder why King Rehoboam decided not to listen to the advice of the older
men
 I wonder if we ever try to be tough or mean to show off
 I wonder why being kind is sometimes seen as weak
 I wonder how I can be kind to people
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you are a loving God. We see in Jesus how you cared for
all people. Please help us to be fair even when we could be mean. Amen.
Activity/Project One: What would Jesus do? What would Rehoboam do?
 Talk about how we all have power, no matter how big or small we are.
o You can use power to help others, or power to hurt others.
o How did Jesus use his power? To help or hurt others?
o How did Rehoboam use his power? To help or hurt others?
 Talk or act out the following scenarios and discuss what Jesus would do versus
what Rehoboam would do. What are we do to as well?
o Scenario One: You see someone being mean to another kid, calling him
names, making fun of him, and taking away his things.
o Scenario Two: A teacher makes you in charge of all the snacks and you can
hand out the snacks however you want.
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o Scenario Three: Invite the kids to think of examples in which people act
like bullies or act like kind protectors.
Activity/Project Two: Color the Divided Kingdoms

November 3: Elijah at Mt. Carmel
Note: Elijah is one of the most important characters in the Hebrew Bible for the Jewish
people. The 1 Kings story is about how Elijah prayed that God would rain fire from
heaven to prove that God was real. It might be interesting to ask your kids if they have
ever wanted God to “prove” God’s existence. Why might God not do fancy things like
that; And how DOES God show up in our lives…
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: 1 Kings 18:20-39 or Summary Below
Summary: Elijah was a prophet a long time ago. That meant he listened to God and tried to give
those messages to the people. At that time, the king was a bad king. His name was king Ahab.
King Ahab didn’t want the people to worship God, but rather a different god named Ba-al.
So, Elijah went to all the people and said, “you can’t worship God and Ba-al! You have to
choose who you will worship, love, and serve.” The people said nothing. They were confused.
So, Elijah gave a challenge. He told the prophets of Ba-al to go to Mount Carmel and
prepare a big campfire for Ba-al, but without lighting it! Then, they were to pray to Ba-al and ask
him to set it on fire. Elijah also went up to Mount Carmel and built a campfire, too.
The prophets of Ba-al went first. They danced and cried and pleaded with Ba-al, but their
campfire never caught fire. All day they did everything they could, but nothing happened.
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Then, it was Elijah’s turn. He did something very surprising. He asked them to put
water all over the wood! They thought he was crazy! Three times they dumped buckets of water
on Elijah’s campfire until it was soaking wet.
Then, Elijah began to pray. “Dear God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. Please light this
campfire so people will know you are their God, and you are the one that loves them.”
Suddenly, fire light lightning poured from the sky and burnt Elijah’s campfire to a crisp. The
people shouted with excitement and said, “truly God is the only God!”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder if God still shows up when we ask God to
 I wonder if God comes in more simple ways other than fire from heaven
 I wonder what miracles God does today and what a miracle really is
 I wonder how God uses us to help other people
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we know that you are more likely to come to us through a
good friend, loving parent, or kind teacher. We know that you are in our hearts giving
us a happy feeling. Help us to know that you are always with us, even if we can’t see
you. Amen.
Activity: “God Comes to Me…” sheet.
 Have kids circle all the ways they THINK God shows up in the world one color
 Have kids circle all the ways THEY HAVE FELT God show up in their lives in
another color
 Ask them to notice what they see.
 Ask them if they think this proportion might change as they get older (ie, they
ways they feel God increases)
Younger Kids: Have younger kids color a picture of Elijah. If they want, you can get red,
orange, and yellow flash paper to glue where the fire is.
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November 10: Hosea
Note: This is an extremely adult book. Hosea is a prophet called to live out the betrayal
God feels about the people worshipping other gods. Hosea is asked to marry a
prostitute. He names their children cruel names like, “Not My People”, and then
divorces her. Eventually, he is told to take her back, because God cannot give up the
people. This is deeply problematic! Most theologians find this metaphor offensive and
misogynistic. Luckily, the passage we focus on speaks of Israel as a rebellious child, and
God as a mother. We understand that a good mother would find it nearly impossible
not to love her child, no matter what had happened.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Hosea 11:1-9 or Summary Below
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Summary: God felt sad that the people did not love and worship him. So he sang a sad
song:
When Israel was a little child I loved him!
I taught him to walk and picked him up to cuddle him.
I fed him just like a good mommy would.
But now that Israel is bigger, he doesn’t care about me.
He is always getting into fights with others,
He is ignoring what I tell him.
He is listening to other people who don’t care about him at all!
It makes me mad! It makes me sad!
But I can’t give up on my child, I love them too much!
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder if God is ever sad by things that happen in this world today
 I wonder if it’s okay for me to feel sad if God feels sad
 I wonder if it’s ever hard to be God
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you have already forgiven the bad things we have done.
You will always forgive the bad things we will do. Help us to show the same love to
those around us.
Activity One: Listen to classic sad songs of loss and love. (Youtube, Spotify, etc) The kids
can dance to the songs, draw to the songs, or follow the lyrics. Talk about why we keep
writing songs like this. What are the songs about? Does God ever sing songs like this? Do
we ever sing songs like this? What other songs do they know that are sad?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Yesterday by the Beatles
Nothing Compares to You by Sinead O’Conner
I Can’t Make you Love Me by Bonnie Raitt
Memory by Barbara Streisand
Sad Beautiful Tragic by Taylor Swift

Activity Two: List all the good things both your mom and dad have ever done for you.
(shelter, bedtime stories, movie night, gifts, hugs, good advice)
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Have them go through each thing they write and think about how God is our
parent, too (YES, MOTHER, TOO!) and gives us things.

November 17: Isaiah’s Vineyard Song
Note: When we read these passages, we almost always think Isaiah is talking about
Jesus. Yes and no. As Christians we believe he was, but a Jewish scholar would
probably say he was talking about the messiah who hasn’t come yet. The Messiah is
God’s anointed who will come to put things right. The Messiah is the new king who
comes from King David’s family tree, a tree that was cut down when the last king was
murdered by the Babylonions. Lots of Christmas hymns mention “Jesse’s tree” or the
“rose of Jesse”, “Jesse’s stump”, all in reference to King David’s father Jesse.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Isaiah 11:1-5 (6) or SPARK pg. 172 “God’s Peaceful World”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder who this child is in the story.
 I wonder if I could be this child.
 I wonder how you or I could help to bring peace to the world.
 I wonder how I can learn to be more peaceful.
 I wonder who the best leaders in my life are that I could learn from
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you were the best leader! You were fair, honest, loving,
and strong. Help us to be more and more like you as we grow up. Amen.
Activity/Project One: Lion or Lamb
 Let the kids choose if they want to make a lion or lamb
 Give every kid a paper plate to either cut out the face or draw a face and color the
plate
 Glue either cotton balls or orange string around the edges of the plate

17

“BE THE STORY” SUNDAY SCHOOL NARRATIVE LECTIONARY CURRICULUM





Color and then glue a craft stick to the bottom
Cut up the center of the paper plates into semi-circles for ear.
Color and glue!

Talk about how Lions and Lambs do not live together in harmony right now. What would
it be like if they did? What would have to change? What else is like that for people?

November 24: Josiah’s Reform
Note: Good King Josiah took the throne as a child and became an exemplary king for
the Israelites. He “found” a holy book of the law, which many believe was the book of
Deuteronomy, and read it to all the people. He also destroyed several holy sites that he
believed had become idolatrous. All Jewish books were in scroll form. That is why we
will make a scroll for our craft.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: 2 Kings 22:1-10; 23:1-3 or SUMMARY BELOW
Summary: Josiah was only eight years old when he became king. He was king for thirty-one
years and he did a wonderful job. God was very pleased with him!
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Once, when he was a young man, he told his secretary, Shaphan, to count all the offering
that had been given to the temple, where people came to worship. Then good King Josiah told
Shaphan to take all that money and give it to the workers who were fixing the temple to make it
pretty and nice.
While Shaphan went to the temple, the priest Hilkiah (Hill-kee-ah) ran over to him,
excited!
“Guess what? I found a lost book of law from God!”
Shaphan was very excited, too, and ran back to king Josiah.
“King Josiah!” he shouted. “The priest gave me a book that
was lost in the temple all these many years. I think it’s
important.”
And so he began to read it to the king. King Josiah knew
that this was very special, so he asked all the people to come to the
temple in Jerusalem. When everyone was gathered there, King
Josiah read them the book.
When he had finished he said, I am going to make a promise
to God! I will follow God by obeying his commandments and
rules with all my heart and soul.”
And everyone one else said the same thing.
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what the book of law that they found said
 I wonder what it would be like today if we found a lost book from God
 I wonder what it means to follow God in your heart and soul
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we know that you want only the best for us. You love us
and want us to be safe and responsible. Helps us to follow your ways with all our heart
and soul. Amen.
Activity/Project One: Make a Torah Scroll (need felt, craft sticks, ribbon, glue, paper,
and markers)
 Cut up some thick paper or felt into a long thing strip
 Have the kids glue craft sticks on each end and let dry
 Cut out a small piece of paper to fit in the center (if felt is used)
 Choose a Bible verse to write, or let non-writers draw a heart or a cross or another
symbol that reminds them of God
 Glue this to the center and let dry
 Eventually, you can roll this up from both ends and tie it with a string
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Activity Two: View a Torah Scroll
 If possible, talk to your pastor beforehand and see if they have a Hebrew bible or
even a scroll of some sort. If you have both, talk about the differences between a
book and a scroll.
 You can also look online for pictures of real Jewish scrolls.

December 1: The Promise of the
Messiah
Note: Jeremiah renews the promise we see in Isaiah that the messiah will come. The
messiah was meant to come from King David’s family. They use the image of a family
tree that has been cut down, but a branch will grow from the stump!
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Jeremiah 33:14-18 or SPARK pg. 178 “ A Good Ruler”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what the difference is between a bad leader and a good leader
 I wonder how God asks me to be a good leader with my friends
 I wonder what the prophet Jeremiah was like
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
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Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we thank you that you always try to send us good leaders
to help us go in the right direction. We know that you love all your children and want
everyone to be safe. Help us to be good leaders, too, no matter how old we are. Amen.
Activity/Project One: Make a “Good Ruler” Crown
 Write words that describe a good ruler on your crown. OR what are the best
qualities your student believes they have.
 Decorate your crowns with “jewels” or anything else you want

Activity Two: Good and Bad Leaders (older children)
 Ask the kids to help you make a list of qualities or behaviors that make good and
bad leaders.
 Ask them if they think they should embody the good qualities of a leader
themselves and why.
 Finally, ask what makes it hard or difficult to embody those good qualities. What
gets in the way?

December 8: Isaiah of the Exile
Note: The first part of the book of Isaiah is rather harsh. The prophet is trying to get the
people’s attention to prevent impending war and destruction. But after the worst
happens, the king is killed, the temple destroyed, and people exiled, the prophet returns
with a voice of comfort. God has not abandoned the people, and one day they will make
their way through the wilderness to go home.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
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Story: Isaiah 40:1-11 or SUMMARY BELOW
Summary: Isaiah the prophet saw how sad all the people were. Everything had gone wrong and
now they were far away from home, too. So, Isaiah spoke new words from God for them:
“’I want to comfort you, my people,’ God says.
‘You sat in the corner and cried, you felt so sad.
Guess what? You will be able to go home again.’
Isaiah said, “A voice tells me, ‘The way home is through a rocky desert, but I will make
an easy straight highway for you. The mountains will go flat and the valleys will go high! Then,
the people will know God’s love and power.’
A voice says, ‘tell the people!
And I said, ‘what am I supposed to tell them? They don’t listen.’
The voice said, ‘Get up to a high mountain and yell that God is here! God is coming with
strength and power to help the people. God is like a good shepherd who is coming to feed his
sheep, to carry them and lead them to a beautiful place.’”
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder if we have trouble listening to God’s messages
 I wonder if we are ever really sad and in need of comfort
 I wonder how God comforts us when we feel bad
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you are like a good shepherd. You try to led us in our
lives to places that are safe and healthy. When we are sad you give us comfort. Help us
to learn to listen to you all our lives. Amen.
Activity/Project One: Color the Good Shepherd Sheet
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December 15: Rebuilding the Temple
Note: King Cyrus of Persia did a lot of good for the Jewish people. He was even called a
messiah! He allowed the people to return to Jerusalem, and encouraged them to rebuild
the temple the Babylonians had destroyed decades before. The book of Ezra tells the
story of the remarkable rebuilding and unification of the once scattered and despairing
people in Jerusalem.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13 or SUMMARY BELOW
Summary: When King Cyrus began to rule Persia, he looked around at all the Jewish people
living in his country and felt compassion. He listened to God whispering that the people wanted
to go home.
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So, King Cyrus announced that anyone who wanted to go home to Jerusalem was free to
go. They could rebuild the temple that had been destroyed.
The people were so excited! Many went home and began to work on the temple. After
seven months, the altar was rebuilt, and they were able to offer the very first sacrifice on the
altar. That made everyone feel so good!
Builders kept working and soon the foundations of the temple were build. So, the priests
put on all their fanciest clothes, and musicians brought trumpets and cymbals, and everyone
began to sing outside the temple!
“Praise God! Oh, God is so good! God loves us forever and ever!”
People were both laughing and crying, because it was such a special day.
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what it feels like to have to move when you don’t want to
 I wonder what it feels like to come home after a long time away
 I wonder what it felt like to see the temple starting to be rebuilt
 I wonder what the music really sounded like back them
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, you can be found everywhere in the universe, as well as
in our own hearts. Yet, it is so nice to have a church to go to where we can be all
together, singing and praising you. Bless churches and temples all around the world.
Amen.
Activity/Project One: Build a Temple (Use cardboard and toilet paper rolls)
 Draw “bricks” on the paper rolls, or color them gold, or just work on gluing
them together
 This doesn’t have to be a perfect likeness, just something that looks good and
everyone participates.
 Keep your temple somewhere in the room.
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December 22: Zechariah’s Song
Note: Luke’s Christmas story includes an entire long chapter before Jesus is even born.
Luke sets up the miracle of Jesus birth to a young virgin with the contrast of a birth to
an old couple: Zechariah and Elizabeth. Readers would be reminded of Abraham and
Sarah, one of the most famous stories in the Hebrew scriptures. Indeed, even John the
Baptist reminds us of Elijah, an Old Testament prophet. This whole section shows us
that God has done miraculous births before, and yet is also doing a new thing through
Mary.
Begin with Centering Breath: Cover your eyes and fill up your tummy with air and
quietly, slowly let it out. Do this slowly and quietly five to ten times.
Timeline: Review the pictures or symbols on the timelines so far.
Story: Luke 1:5-25 or SUMMARY BELOW
Summary: Just before Jesus was born, there was a priest named Zechariah who worked in the
temple. It was his turn to go into the most special room of all- the Holy of Holies!
On the day he went to pray to God inside the Holy of Holies, and angel appeared to him.
Zechariah was terrified!
The angel said, “don’t be afraid! God has heard your prayers wishing for a baby. Your
wife Elizabeth will have a baby and you will name him John. He will be very important, just like
the prophet Elijah.”
But Zechariah said, “that doesn’t make sense! I am old and my wife is old and we know
very well that really old people don’t have babies!”
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The angel said, “I am Gabriel! I have been sent by God to bring you this good news.
Because you didn’t believe me, you will be unable to speak until the baby is born.”
And it was true. Zechariah left the sanctuary and couldn’t make a sound. And sure
enough, later on he learned that his wife Elizabeth was going to have a baby.
Sample I Wonder Statements: (Make up your own!)
 I wonder what it would be like to see an angel
 I wonder if I would believe what an angel would tell me
 I wonder why the angel make Zechariah mute so he couldn’t talk
Where are you in the Story? What does the Story mean for you Today?
Ask for Prayers: At this point you can ask kids what they want prayed for today. Include
these somewhere in the prayer of the day.
Prayer of the Day: Dear God, we thank you for baby John and baby Jesus. We thank
you for angels and dreams and all the ways we can hear your voice. Help us to
remember you are with us all this Christmas. Amen!
Activity/Project: Make an Angel! (There are millions of angel crafts: here is just one
idea! I suggest using any leftover craft materials)
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Merry Christmas!
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