
Worship at Home: March 22 
 

Opening Song: “When Peace Like a River” 

 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,When sorrows like sea billows roll, 

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

 

CHORUS: It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

 

He lives- Oh the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul. 

 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound that the Lord shall descend; even so it is well with my soul. 
 

 

Prayer of the Day: Gracious God, we ask for your guidance and wisdom in these strange times. 

We pray that we love our neighbor as ourselves in a time of uncertainty. Open our hearts to act 

out of compassion, in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

Scripture of the Day: Mark 12:28-44  

 

Thoughts to Ponder: Servant leadership is trusting that you don’t have to be the loudest, best, 

most famous person to make a difference. We can do small, quiet actions every day that add up 

to amazing effort for the kingdom of God.  Loving God, and working on that relationship, and 

loving our neighbor as ourselves, and working on those relationships, is a life-long slow process. 

 Like the widow, Jesus saw her small contribution as deeply significant in the face of the 

showier rich people. I know some pastors that long for bigger and bigger congregations, or for 

higher positions in the Church. It can be tempting to think sheer numbers is an effective measure 

of ministry, but it’s not true. At the same time, when we do find ourselves with a large audience 

or with lots of power, we have a great responsibility to show servant leadership. 

 Furthermore, the rich people in this story would literally have trumpets play for them 

when they made an offering. Their gift wasn’t truly about worship but about themselves. In the 

same way, when we serve in any capacity just for public recognition (even if we humbly brush 

off a compliment), we are doing so for our own self. 

 Jesus might have commended the rich people if they had shown a better example. This 

isn’t a rich versus poor, famous versus humble situation. Leaders and those in power can humbly 

serve and should. The point is, that no matter our station, we it is our heart that counts in what 

we do. 

 In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, we can see how different people and different 

corporations are responding. Some restaurants are handing out free meals to people who are food 



insecure. Some places are offering free childcare to the children of hospital and emergency 

workers. And some are trying to profit off of others’ misfortunes. 

 We may not have a choice in what is happening around us, but we do have a choice in 

how we live our life. Jesus tells us that above all laws, rules, and regulations, we are to love our 

neighbor as we love ourselves. We are to protect the vulnerable and oppressed, putting them 

above the needs of the rich and powerful. This is the Christian walk at it’s very heart. 

 Right now, where are you seeing people love their neighbor? 

 How are people giving their whole life to God? 

 How is servant leadership changing in light of social isolation? 

 How can you serve others while at home? Is part of staying home serving others at this 

time?  

 

Pastor Siri 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Version of the Week:  

Eternal Spirit Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be, Father 

and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. The hallowing of your name echoes 

through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! Your 

heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain 

our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb 

from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. From the grip of all that is 

evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.  

 
-NEW ZEALAND PRAYER BOOK  
 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Worship at Home: March 29 
 

Opening Song: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

a home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat and the burdens of the day. 

Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see  

the very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 

 

I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

my sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day: God of love, we ask that we be alert and awake to see your presence in the 

world. Keep our own lights lit so that we may show your love and calm in a world of fear and 

anxiety. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Scripture of the Day: Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 
  

Thoughts to Ponder:  

Be present. Be here now. Be mindful. There are many great words that align with Jesus’ plea that 

we keep awake. 

 Too often people either stick their heads in the sand and opt out of responsibility for 

shaping the future, or they think they have every detail worked out and shout their theories from 

the mountain top. The truth is, we are all responsible. Together. We all have a part to play in 

what was, what is, and what will be, no matter how old we are and who we are. 

 Yet, if we are so busy we can’t find time to participate in God’s future, if we are too 

cynical to think we matter, if we are too distracted to focus, we are “asleep” while action is 

occurring. 

 Our task isn’t overwhelming, when we all do it together. When we are present with the 

people in front of us, when we are mindful of where we are, we can usually create a gap of space 

that allows us to be more conscious and compassionate. We allow space for God to inspire us 

and work through us. 

 Be present. Breathe. Notice. The future is everchanging and we are each one of us 

creating it together. 

 In this time, it is easy to be led astray by fear and panic. It is also easy to be led astray by 

cynicism. Somewhere in the middle is a compassionate and courageous response that takes a 



deep breath and focuses on what is needful and kind. We ponder what these things are together 

as people of faith. 

 We have been given a strange opportunity to re-evaluate what is necessary and what is 

not. How to be church without walls, and how to love our neighbor without physical contact. 

God is all around us and the opportunities to BE church right now are present. We can be alert 

and awake to this ministry together. 

 

Pastor Siri 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Version of the Week:  

Our Mother, who in heaven, in whom we live and breathe, 

Our Father, source and ending, your name is holy. 

Your kingdom come on earth, your will be done among us, 

May earth become as heaven, our hearts the portal. 

Give us our daily manna, forgive our hardened hearts as we forgive each other, 

And mend what is apart. 

Guide us in times of danger, be present in our trials, 

For yours is all the glory until the end of time. 

 

-Pastor Siri Strommen “The Mercy Songs” 

 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

 

 


