
Worship at Home: April 5 

Palm Sunday 
 

Opening Song: “All Gory, Laud and Honor” 

 

CHORUS: All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king,  

to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

You are the king of Israel and David’s royal Son, 

Now in the Lord’s name coming, our Kind and Blessed One. 

 

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. 

 

To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 

To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you came to us in humility, with a servant’s heart, and as people 

wanted you to come in power with a victor’s heart. Show us again how our earthly expectations 

often fall short of your wiser and more expansive truth. Open our hearts and minds as we sing 

“hosanna” to our king. Amen. 

 

Scripture of the Day: Mark 11:1-11 
  

Thoughts to Ponder:  

Jesus continues to show servant leadership by contradicting people’s expectations of glory. 

Remember, Jesus has a big reputation at this point. There is a history of self-proclaimed 

messiahs who entered Jerusalem with a mission to kill the high priest whose corrupt relationship 

with the Roman government was well-known and well-hated. Others declared war against the 

Romans themselves. 

 Many people would have been hoping, expecting, or fearing Jesus would enter Jerusalem 

to do the same thing. If Jesus had come on a war horse, it would have sent a strong message. But 

instead, as people are chanting, “God Save Us” (Hosanna) and laying symbols of victory (palm 

branches) on the ground people him, he comes on a humble donkey. 

 Jesus understands power very well. And over and over again he chooses servant 

leadership, a power that empowers others, one that he gives away so others may live. May we do 

the same. 

We are in beginning of Holy Week, a week where we walk from the glory of Palm 

Sunday to the cross and resurrection. We see how Jesus lived as a servant and died to show us 

another way to live. If we are all servants to one another, everyone would have all they needed. 

 Think about it. 

 If you think of me, and I think of another, and they think of another still, and that person 

is looking out for you, everyone is cared for in turn. This is what community truly is, what the 

kingdom of God looks like. When we are all looking out for one another and meeting each 

other’s needs, no one is hoarding gifts, time, or material goods. We are sharing because we want 

the other person to be alright. 

 Our culture has been very disconnected socially, not just in how well we connect with 

each other, but in our sense of responsibility toward each other. The interesting opportunity with 



the COVID-19 precautions has been to both understand how interconnected we are. We are 

responsible for one another. Even those of us who are young and healthy, we have a 

responsibility to love our neighbor by social distancing.  

 At the same time, we are unused to being stuck in our homes and told we can’t go to 

places that would normally make us feel social or at least not alone. We have to find ways to 

connect and care for each other that aren’t physical. 

 Churches can be healthy and loving community. We can be examples of how to love our 

neighbor and serve them in unique ways. We are church together. 

 

Pastor Siri 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional):  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

  



Worship at Home: April 9 
Maundy THursday 

 

Opening Song: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 

 

Lord, whose love in humble service, bore the weight of human need, 

Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed. 

We, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

Consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart. 

 

Still your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread. 

Still the captive longs for freedom, still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 

By your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 

 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 

In its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 

Making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

Stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 

 

Prayer of the Day:  

Lord, make us instruments of Your peace,  

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is error, truth; Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light;  

And where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  

To be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 

Scripture of the Day: Mark 14:17-42 

 
Thoughts to Ponder:  

Maundy Thursday stands for “Mandate” Thursday, the night Jesus gave the mandate for his 

disciples to love another as he loves them. Often foot washing, or hand washing, is included on 

this night as well. Both of these rituals come only from the Gospel of John. The other three 

Gospels simply have the telling of Jesus at the Last supper giving away the bread and the wine 

and predicting the disciples’ betrayal, denial, and abandonment. 

 When we worship together on Maundy Thursday, hand-washing (foot-washing) and Holy 

Communion are deeply important rituals. It is interesting that without gathering publicly, we 

cannot do these together. But they are simply rituals to remind us of a greater and deeper Truth; 

we are called to love and serve our brothers and sisters, and we are invited to the table as 

imperfect sinners. 

 I find it profound that Jesus told the disciples that someone would betray him, and then, 

while Judas is still there, the very first communion is offered. Judas gets communion. If you read 

Mark again closely from verse 17, you see that Judas never leaves the room. Similarly, Jesus 

tells Peter and the disciples of their actions after sharing the bread and wine with them. 



 The point is that Jesus offers us to the table to share in fellowship, forgiveness, and 

community knowing full well all our past and future sins. He feeds us anyway. 

 And then we are called to humbly serve one another- at to be served! Don’t forget how 

uncomfortable it was for the disciples to see someone they revered on his knees doing the dirty 

work of a slave. At times it’s easier for us to serve, but when it is our time to receive kindness, 

we grow uncomfortable. 

 This night offers us many lessons that we can ponder even without gathering (yet, what a 

joy when we can gather again!). We can meditate on Jesus’ love for his disciples, and for all of 

us, that we are invited to a table as imperfect as we are and asked to be the body of Christ to a 

hurting world. 

 Peace be with you. 

 

Pastor Siri 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional):  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

  



Worship at Home: April 10 
Good Friday 

 

Opening Song: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down. 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown. 

O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 

 

Lord, be my consolation; shield me when I must die; 

Remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, from thee shall never move, 

For all who die believing die safely in thy love. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day: We gather on this Holy Night in your presence, O God. Tonight, we look 

honestly at how the world so often reacts with violence, scapegoating, and fear. May we reflect 

deeply on the meaning of your suffering and how your love embraces even the worst parts of our 

humanity. Amen. 

 

 

Scripture of the Day: Mark 15:16-39 

 
Thoughts to Ponder:  

Mark is considered the most “human” Gospel, because Jesus seems to show fear, exhaustion, and 

frustration more than others. In Mark, Jesus only says one thing from the cross; “my God, my 

God, why have you abandoned me?” It’s as if even Jesus is confused by the unfolding of events. 

Maybe he is having doubts that his dying on a cross is truly what should happen. 

Can we allow Jesus to be human? Do you relate more to a Jesus who is all-knowing and 

all-powerful, totally in control at all times, or to someone who still wonders and needs his friends 

and feels abandoned? 

What about yourself? Can you allow yourself to be imperfect? Can you be vulnerable? 

Can you be wrong? How easy is it for you to admit you hurt someone or made a mistake or acted 

impulsively? 

I think we all hide parts of us away. We all try to present an acceptable version of 

ourselves to the world, afraid that if others could see our imperfections, if they could hear our 

thoughts, we would be unlovable. 

What Good Friday says to me is that we all have the capability to be foolish, arrogant, 

afraid, ignorant, and lost. Yet God loves us still and Jesus died for us still. It also reminds me that 

Jesus was human and so it is alright if we are human, too. 

Sometimes self-reflection is difficult, so here is an exercise. Think of (write down if you 

wish) the traits and behaviors of others that drive you nuts! Think of (write down if you wish) the 

people who you really struggle to like and tend to avoid. 



Now, whether you believe it or not, these very traits are the parts of you refuse to see. 

You refuse to allow yourself to be these things because you see them as bad. Maybe you will be 

unlovable if you were them.  

It’s very hard to let God’s love, acceptance, and grace sink into all the parts of ourselves. 

Then we might have to admit there are parts of ourselves that even we don’t love! But that is 

where the healing begins. 

When God meets us at the cross, at the worst part of ourselves, we see that God will 

extend resurrection. Even Jesus wondered in that moment where God was. Whenever we wonder 

if God’s love and life and grace is enough, we just need to wait. Easter will come. Amen. 

 

Pastor Siri 

 

 

Psalm 31:9-18  

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 

   my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also.  

For my life is spent with sorrow, 

   and my years with sighing; 

my strength fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away.  

I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 

   a horror to my neighbors, 

an object of dread to my acquaintances; 

   those who see me in the street flee from me.  

I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 

   I have become like a broken vessel.  

For I hear the whispering of many— 

   terror all around!—as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life.  

 

But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.’  

My times are in your hand; 

   deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.  

Let your face shine upon your servant; 

   save me in your steadfast love.  

Do not let me be put to shame, O Lord, for I call on you; 

let the wicked be put to shame; 

   let them go dumbfounded to Sheol.  

Let the lying lips be stilled 

   that speak insolently against the righteous with pride and contempt. 

 

(End with Silence) 


