
Worship at Home: April 12 
Easter Sunday 

 

 

CHRIST HAS RISEN! HE HAS RISEN INDEED 

CHRIST HAS RISEN! HE HAS RISEN INDEED 

CHRIST HAS RISEN! HE HAS RISEN INDEED 

 

 

 

Opening Song: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today!” 

 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  

Unto Christ, our heavenly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

 

Sing we do our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

Praise him, all ye heavenly host! Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 

 

Prayer of the Day: God of the living, we gather to give you thanks for this most amazing day! A 

day when we remember that new life comes from death, that love will always conquer hate. Give 

us the hope, faith, love, and joy of heaven on this Easter day. Amen! 

 

 

Scripture of the Day: Mark 16:1-8 
  

Thoughts to Ponder:  

This will be the first Easter Sunday in my life where I have not been busy with church. As a 

pastor’s kid, I attended sunrise services on the beach in Tanzania, sunrise services in Waukegan, 

Illinois, and sang in the church choir in Anoka. I have been a music director, organizing brass 

and choirs and all manner of productions. I used to say it isn’t Easter Sunday if your eyes are 

stinging from waking up too early. 

 As I sit in my home reflecting on the reality of Easter at home, I realized that this has 

been a reality for Christians all over the world at one time or another. There have been many 



places and periods throughout history where Easter was celebrated secretly, privately, and 

without fanfare. Yet, celebrate they did. 

 Easter is not a celebration that only power, privilege, and publicity will create. In fact, 

Easter is celebrated in spite of, and in the face of power, privilege, and whatever suffering and 

difficulties may be occurring in the world. In the midst of religious persecution, war, or 

genocide, Christians declared still that “Christ is Risen”. In the midst of drought, famine, flood, 

or epidemics, Christians still cried out that “Christ is Risen indeed!” 

 If Easter was only meaningful when the world was well and happy, it would have no 

power to sustain us. If Easter was only beautiful when we were at peace, it would be 

meaningless. 

 The first Easter came to women who ran in terror from the empty tomb. The first Easter 

came to men locked away in a room. The first Easter came in defiance to an empire that crucified 

whoever it wishes. In the midst of fear, suffering, and violence, Jesus rose and came to the 

frightened to say, “peace be with you”. 

 We are huddled away in our homes today, too. Maybe not out of fear, but out of a reality 

we could not have predicted. Yet, still, in the midst of that, Jesus comes to us to show us that life 

will win, hope wins, love wins, in the face of all that is wrong. 

 Easter is most meaningful BECAUSE the world isn’t perfect. We declare in defiance of 

all the is deeply wrong that our God will follow us into the shadow of death and will bring us 

back to life again and again. 

 As Easter people we choose to live with courage and compassion in the face of fear. We 

choose to proclaim forgiveness and love in the face of hatred and division. We choose daily to 

ask for the strength to see God on the road with us, revealing a Truth the world cannot know. 

 

Pastor Siri 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional):  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

 



Worship at Home: April 19 
 

Opening Song: “Thine is the Glory” 

 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory, thou o’er death has won! 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  

kept the folded graveclothes where they body lay. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory, thou o’er death has won! 

 

Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 

Let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  

for the Lord now liveth; death has lost its sting! 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory, thou o’er death has won! 

 

No more me doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife. 

Make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love;  

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory, thou o’er death has won! 

 

Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you challenge us to embody the good news, by living your 

Gospel in our lives. May we show your love and grace for the whole world in all our actions and 

words. Amen. 

 

Scripture of the Day: Acts 1:1-14 
  

Thoughts to Ponder:  

Jesus spoke to his disciples for forty days after his resurrection about the Kingdom of Heaven- 

the reality of God’s creative and redeeming work here on earth as it is in heaven. 

 And then, when Jesus is about to ascend, they ask him if he will restore the kingdom of 

Israel. 

 Maybe the disciples actually thought the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Israel were 

the same thing! In fairness, the disciples would have grown up with an understanding that the 

messiah was supposed to restore Israel to its own power. When we are indoctrinated to believe 

something about God and the world, it is really hard to shift gears. Jesus would have to 

physically leave the disciples and let them wait for Pentecost before they would say, “Oh! He 

was talking about something completely different!” 

 We may chuckle at the disciples, seeing so clearly through the lens of history how wrong 

they were in their assumptions, but the truth is, we are still very much like them. Here is a test: 

 When you grew up, what ideas were formed about the following: 

 

 What a pastor was like. Was he kind or stern? Relatable or distant? 

 What worship was like. Was it the same every week? Did you have to sit still? 

 What the Bible taught. Did your pastor, teachers, and parents give you a “clear” 

understanding about the Bible? Did they point out how foolish other Christians were for 

believing something else? 



 What made you acceptable and lovable. Sometimes this idea overlapped with your home 

life as well as what you learned at church. 

 

 Now, did you have to “unlearn” any of this as you grew up? Did you dismiss or change 

any of your notions as you matured and maybe saw things a new way? Did you realize that you 

were taught something very limited and that other ways of seeing the world, God, and the Bible 

have validity, too? Did you resist these new ideas? Do they still make you uncomfortable? 

 We could probably replace the disciples’ statement with our own. “Lord, when will you 

restore Christianity to America as the dominant religion supported by schools and the 

government?”  “Lord, when will restore the church back to the way it was when I was 

comfortable and happy?”  “Lord, when will you restore proper theology and religion to these 

young people?” 

 To which, Jesus simply says, “I send you to the ends of the earth.” And then he leaves. 

 We are still struggling to understand the kingdom of Heaven. We are still trying to 

understand how to be a part of it here on earth. We will get it wrong and have to unlearn widely 

taught theories. That is part of our human journey. 

 Below you will see the Maasai Creed, a Creed written by the Maasai Tribe in Tanzania. 

Many missionaries over the years tried to convert people may making them like Europeans, with 

limited success. Once again, in our humanity, we believed that the message of Jesus was part and 

parcel with our culture. But really good missionaries actually immersed themselves with the 

people and learned their culture. Then they stripped away all that was unnecessary from the 

Gospel and let the Gospel take shape in a way the people could understand. 

 The Creed below is a beautiful example of how the Maasai took the heart of the Gospel 

and dressed it in their own culture and understanding. 

 The kingdom of God is always more than what we think. It is bigger, more diverse, more 

encompassing. It challenges us and pulls us out of our comfort zones to meet the other in love. 

 

Pastor Siri 

 

 

The Maasai Creed 

We believe in the one High God of love who created the beautiful world and everything good in 

it. He created man and wanted man to be happy in the world. God loves the world and every 

nation and tribe in the world. We have known this God in darkness, and we now know God in 

the light. God promised in his book the Bible that he would save the world and all the nations 

and tribes. 

 

We believe that God made good on his promise by sending his son, Jesus Christ, a man by the 

flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little village, who left his home and was always on safari, 

doing good, curing people by the power of God, teaching about God and man, showing that the 

meaning of religion is love. He was rejected by his people, tortured and nailed hands and feet to 

a cross, and died. He lay buried in the grave, but the hyenas did not touch him, and on the third 

day he rose from the grave. He ascended to the skies. He is lord. 

 

We believe that all our sins are forgiven through him. All who have faith in him must be sorry 

about their sins, be baptized in the Holy Spirit of God, live by the rules of love and share the 



bread together, to announce the good news to others until Jesus comes again. We are waiting for 

him. He is alive. He lives. This we believe. Amen 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship at Home: April 26 
Opening Song: “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus!” 

 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne. 

Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 

“Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood”. 

 

Alleluia! Not as orphans as we left in sorrow now. 

Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sigh received him when the forty days were o’er, 

Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

 

Alleluia! King eternal; Lord omnipotent we own. 

Alleluia! Born of Mary, earth your footstool, heaven your throne. 

As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest,  

Here on earth both and victim in the eucharistic feast. 

 

Prayer of the Day: Dear  

 

Scripture of the Day: Acts 3:1-10 

 
Thoughts to Ponder:  

This far in the story of Acts, Jesus has already Ascended. The Body of Christ has transformed 

into the people he left behind, such as Peter and John. Jesus’ teaching attempted to give them the 

wisdom and molding they needed to continue his ministry and work in his stead.  

 Peter and John, and many others, proceed to walk in the dust of their master by doing 

what he did: healing. Peter offers healing to a man, restoring him to his life. We see how the 

early church will continue to struggle with what it means to be the Body of Christ. Who else is 

included or excluded? Why or why not? How do we belong and how do we work in the world? 

 I wonder if we aren’t asking similar questions right now. How do we belong to the Body 

of Christ, especially when we aren’t gathering together? How do we share the good news of 

God’s love when we cannot greet others? What would Jesus do at this time?  

 We don’t really know, because we haven’t truly been in this situation before. 

 I think that’s alright. Easter is a time of proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection in the midst of a 

lot of unknowns. Maybe when we read this story, we can remember that everything was new 

territory for the disciples, too. They were trying to be faithful, just as we are trying to be faithful. 

We shouldn’t try to emulate Peter’s behavior of grabbing this man and healing him- talk about 

not obeying physical distancing! What we can emulate was Peter’s desire to see a fellow human 

being healed, restored, and returned to dignity. 

 Being a follower of Jesus means listening to his wisdom and being molded- continually- 

into being like him. Which means in every situation, in every age, we have to wonder together 

how to do that in a faithful way. Answers than made sense when we were much younger may not 

work anymore. They could even be harmful!  



 But at the heart of being the Body of Christ is a deep compassion for all of God’s 

children, and working for their healing, their dignity, their respect, and their needs. This creative 

and redeeming work will always be needed. And we do this together! 

  

Pastor Siri 

 

Creed from United Church of Canada 1968 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

       the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death,God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

    Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 


