
Worship at Home: May 3 
 

Opening Song: “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” (Tune of Earth and all Stars) 

 

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

Jesus is Risen and we shall arise! Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 

Breaking the bread, giving us glory. Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. 

Jesus is Risen and we shall arise! Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

Jesus the vine, we are the branches; life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, gift of the future now flowing to me. 

Jesus is Risen and we shall arise! Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

 

Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, you send us out in the midst of a fearful world, without promises of being safe 

or accepted. Rather, you ask that we be the place of safety and welcome for all your children. May we be 

mature, compassionate, and wise in the midst of a difficult time. Amen. 

 

 

Scripture of the Day: Acts 17:1-9, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
  

Thoughts to Ponder:  

We are now following Paul and Silas as they travel city to city. I think it’s very important for us as Christians to 

read the book of Acts. These stories demonstrate that the Holy Spirit will push and pull us into all sorts of new 

territory, well outside of our comfort zones. They also show that being faithful to Jesus may actually mean life 

becomes more difficult.  

 

For Paul, the claim that Jesus was the promised messiah was problematic enough. If he actually crossed that 

bridge successfully with people, the next was even more difficult: living the life of a Christian challenged many 

of the values in Greek culture. Members struggled to treat each other as equals, expecting the outside positions 

and privileges to be played out within the church as well. They were challenged to a new way of life inside and 

outside the congregation that would ask them to give up things they took for granted. 

 

The times we live in are very different. I almost never run into anyone who hasn’t heard of Christianity or Jesus. 

More often than not, I have conversations with people who have left Christianity because of negative or abusive 

experiences. Sometimes I encounter people who spout a version of the faith that makes ME want to run 

screaming from Christianity. Our poor behavior and damaging theology seem to be big issues facing the church 

today. 

 

However, like Paul and the first Christians, we do have to re-discover what being faithful means today. The 

culture of the world will always, always favor power, violence, privilege, war, racism, and tribalism over 

compassion, equity, inclusion, and peace. It has been easy for the church to get sucked into the fear of the 

culture’s narrative, and we have had to repent of a lot of past behaviors. We are learning again how to be 

“Christian”, even in contrast to those who feel they already know. 

 



The letter Paul writes to the church of Thessalonica is one of his earliest writings, making it one of the first 

Christian documents in history. In this early greeting, wh commends them for their faith and welcome in the 

midst of persecution. They joyfully received the word of God, and their good reputation became well known. 

 

What makes for a good reputation now? If it’s a person, it is usually integrity, wisdom, compassion, and 

positive action. If it’s a church, it’s usually. . . integrity, wisdom, compassion, and positive action. This may or 

may not relate to how popular that person or congregation is. After all, some people will always be impressed 

by loud, shiny, and aggressive actions over subtle and steady service for others. 

 

We are at an interesting time when we can re-discover what being a person of faith, a disciple of Jesus, truly 

means for us. And it is a journey we need. - Pastor Siri 

 

 

Creed 

We believe in God the Father, who created all things, and loves the world so much that God’s re-creative, 

reconciling work never ends. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Word with God, Word made Flesh to dwell among us. In his life he 

revealed who the Father is, for he and the Father are one. In his death, he revealed the great love of God. He is 

the Living Water, the Bread of Life, the Good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth and the Life who has come to bring 

life abundant. He is the Resurrection and the Life, who has prepared a place for us in the Father’s house and 

will come again to take us with him. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, breathed on us by Jesus, who is our Advocate, Comforter and Friend. The Spirit 

reminds us of what Jesus taught us, and continues to teach us the will of the Father. The Spirit gathers us into 

one holy universal Church and the communion of saint, opens our heart to receive the forgiveness of sins, fills 

us with the life abundant. Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be resurrected, body, mind and spirit, to 

live with Christ in the Father’s house forever. Amen 

 

By Ramona Hayes 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

  



Worship at Home: May 10 
 

Opening Song: “We Belong to God” by Pastor Siri 

 

Just as I am, just as you are, just as we come, imperfect and scarred, 

Still we belong to God, we belong to God. 

All of our secrets, all of our fears, honestly laying our heart at God’s feet, 

Still we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

We belong to the arms wide open, we belong to the healing story, 

We belong at the banquet table. Just as we are, we come, we belong to God. 

 

Here we embody the love that you give, here we embody the grace that you lived, 

Here we can let our soul feel it’s worth, and all of our struggles will lead to new birth. 

Because we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

We belong to the arms wide open, we belong to the healing story, 

We belong at the banquet table. Just as we are, we come, we belong to God. 

 

As God accepts me, I will accept you. As God forgives me, I will forgive you. 

As God invites me, I will invite you, because you belong to God, you belong to God. 

    

Accepting my failures, forgiving myself, finally learning that God is my strength, 

For we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

We belong to the arms wide open, we belong to the healing story, 

We belong at the banquet table. Just as we are, we come, we belong to God. 

 

Prayer of the Day: Dear Jesus, we belong to you. While we look at our neighbor and create unnecessary 

divisions, you remind us that we are all children of God, all brothers and sisters in your name. May we see the 

world more clearly through your eyes. Amen. 

 

Scripture of the Day: Acts 18:1-4 and 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 
Thoughts to Ponder:  

Once again, we follow Paul in the book of Acts, this time to Corinth. He meets a husband and wife team, Aquila 

and Priscilla, and begins work building a church there. It is well known that the Corinthian congregation had 

some issues. They were the recipients of two letters, both of which are long and packed with Paul’s strongly 

worded teaching. 

 

We read the beginning of the first letter to the Corinthian church, and right away, Paul is addressing an issue of 

identity. Clearly, several leaders of the church were present and had baptized different members of the 

congregation. Yet, this was creating division as people identified more with the one who baptized them then 

with Jesus!  

 

This may sound very silly to us. But in truth, we do this all the time today, just in different ways. We like to 

belong to groups and families. Tribalism is deep in our genes. Unfortunately, we also want to feel superior in 

our “tribe” and can use our identity as a thing that separates us from others. For example, we may be proud to 

be members of Atonement Lutheran church. Does that mean we are better than another ELCA church? Does 

that mean we can’t ever visit or find nourishment from another church? No. 



 

Maybe you are proud to be ELCA, a denomination that allows women to preach and vote, one that does so 

much good around the world. Does that mean we are “better” than other Lutheran bodies? Or what about 

Presbyterians, Methodists, UCC?  

  

Let’s keep going. We may look down on fundamentalist Christians. What about Mormons, Jehovah’s witnesses, 

Quakers? What about Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs, or those who have no faith at all? 

 

Paul strongly urges the church of Corinth to stop being petty and realize they are all brothers and sisters in 

Christ. And I feel that we need to see the value in all humans, regardless of their faith. And when we are doing 

good in the world, we are all on the same side. 

 

It is fun to belong. It is important to belong! It is human to want to belong and need to belong! Yet, we never 

want that to be a reason for division, superiority, and exclusion of others. Later in this letter, Paul will write 

about the Body, and how each part of the Body is important. We can be proud to be a hand, or an eye, or an ear, 

or a knee, without disparaging the other parts. 

 

In truth, the world needs all of us, as we are, where we are, to serve the world with kindness. 

 

The Atonement Creed  

We believe in God, the creator of all people, plants and animals. God is the source of life, the provider of all 

needs. God is our parent, the alpha and omega, and God is love. 

  

We believe in Jesus who is the face and heart of God. In his birth we know that God is with us. In his ministry 

he set the example of how to love God, and our neighbor as ourselves. In his death on the cross we know that 

God understands our suffering, and in the resurrection we see that life wins, love wins, God wins over our 

violence and darkness. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who is God’s anointing on the people. The Holy Spirit inspires us to believe, to 

preach, to go out with courage into the world. We see the evidence of the Holy Spirit in the peace, patience, joy, 

kindness, and faith in this world. 

  

We believe that we are all beloved children of God, made in the image of God, empowered with gifts and 

talents. Yet we are human, imperfect, prone to sin, guilt, doubt, and forgetfulness.  We need God’s grace. 

  

We believe that the church is the Body of Christ, the Family of God, the expression of Jesus on earth, called to 

do God’s work of loving our neighbor as ourselves. We believe that we can do more together than alone.  Here 

we are baptized into an identity, anointed with purpose, and wrapped with meaning as the Story of God unfolds 

in our lives.     This creed was composed at our Adult Forum series “Credo: I believe”. 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those 

who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or 

in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in 

heaven 

 

 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 



 

 

Worship at Home: May 17 
Opening Song: “Although I Speak” (Tune to the folk song “The water is wide”) 

 

Although I speak with angel’s tongue, my faith, my knowledge all surpass, 

But have no love, my gifts are vain as clanging gong or blaring brass. 

 

For love is patient, love is kind, and never vain with boasting pride; 

Love bears all things, all things endures. All things must end; love will abide. 

 

For now we peer at darkened glass; our visions end; our tongues all cease. 

In part we know, in part now see: then we will see love face to face. 

 

The gifts are many, the Body one, and into one are all baptized. 

Beloved, share one heart, one mind, one hope, one faith, one love in Christ. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day: God of love, teach us what true love is. Help us to love ourselves, our neighbor, and you, 

with all our hearts and mind, in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

 

Scripture of the Day: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

 
Thoughts to Ponder:  

Did Paul have any idea how profound this passage was, or how it would be repeated at weddings for 

generations to come? Probably not! Paul was writing to a specific community about their specific issues, and he 

happened to write something that was universally true and powerful. 

 

The more I study, pray, and meditate on life, God, spirituality, and religion, the more I return to Love. God is 

Love and Love is the highest and most powerful things we can focus on. The problem is, love becomes 

distorted in the hands of imperfect humans. We equate love with jealousy, possessiveness, co-dependence, even 

abuse. Because we do not always experience healthy love, we can behave poorly towards those we love. Worse, 

we project our own unhealthy behaviors onto God. Many of our Biblical stories paint a picture of a God that 

seems violent, abusive, jealous, possessive, immature, and downright unenlightened! 

 

You may have heard the phrase that God created humans in God’s image: then, we returned the favor. How can 

we do otherwise? God will always be confined to our own limitations and imagination. The fullness of God is 

not something we can comprehend on this side of life. For this reason, it seems obvious that we would admit 

when we got it wrong in the past. It also seems obvious that we would be humble in our interpretations now. It 

also seems clear to me that if we are going to attribute any human characteristics to God, they should be 

amplifications of the most mature, the most healthy, and the most wise among us. 

 

Paul writes that the Christian community should focus on love. Yet, we do not always know what healthy love 

looks like. So, he spells it out. The love from God, the love we should emulate and embody, is kind, patient, 

uplifting, and rejoicing in all goodness. It is the kind of love we should ponder all our lives. It is the kind of love 

that should challenge us in every stage. It is the kind of love we use as a guide whenever we speak of God and 

our activity as the Body of Christ. 

  

Pastor Siri 



 

 

Creed from the Iona Community in Scotland 

With the whole church, 

We affirm we are made in God’s image, 

Befriended by Christ, 

Empowered by the Spirit. 

  

With people everywhere, 

We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 

Planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

  

With all of creation, 

We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

The unfolding purposes of God, 

Forever at work in ourselves, this community, and the world. Amen. 

  

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers for a Hurting Word: (Please pray aloud or in your hearts for the following) 

 For your Prayer Group members 

For Atonement’s members 

 For your own family and friends 

 For the larger community and our country 

 For God’s Church around the world 

 For God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven 

 

Be at peace, Atonement. Go and Be God’s peace. 

 


